
Emmanuel Ev. Lutheran Church—Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
January 12, 2020 
Sermon by Pastor Bart Brauer 
Christ came for all nations 

—Acts 10:34-38 

Christ came for all nations. No duh, huh? I mean, who of us does not know that? Okay, but what was the time or 
what were the times in your life when you really grasped that? It moved from the realm of intellectually knowing that 
to actually experiencing that truth and being amazed at the awesome reality that Christ did come for all nations. I 
want you to think about that as you listen to today’s sermon. 

Peter was summoned to the funeral for a Jewish woman named Tabitha. While she lived, this woman was 
consistently doing good and helping the poor as an expression of her faith in God her Savior. Her death was a loss 
to the disciples in the town of Joppa. Peter arrived in the home where the woman’s body was laid upstairs. 
Everything around him was so familiar—the gathering of mourners, the language used to express sorrow, the 
preparation of the dead body for burial. It was all so Jewish. But there would be no Jewish burial, not yet. Peter, a 
Jew, in the name of and by the power of the Lord Jesus, raised this Jewish believing woman from the dead and 
brought joy and wonder to the Jewish believers gathered in a Jewish home in the Jewish town of Joppa. 

Meanwhile, 35 miles straight up the Mediterranean coast, is the town of Caesarea. A Gentile town, with all kinds of 
things built by Gentiles: a palace, pools, a theater, a race track, and so on. Caesarea was even named after a 
Gentile—Caesar, the ruler of the Roman empire—because the town is the seat of Roman government and Roman 
military in the Roman occupation of the Jewish homeland. Stationed in Caesarea is a centurion named Cornelius. 
In the U.S. army he would be something like a captain. Though Gentile by birth, Cornelius has come to believe in 
the God of Israel as the one true God. Cornelius is a God-fearing man; like Tabitha, he gives generous gifts to help 
the poor, and he is constantly praying to God. One afternoon God sends Cornelius a vision in which he sees and 
hears an angel of God. The angel tells Cornelius to summon a man staying down south in Joppa, a man named 
Simon (that’s Peter’s Jewish name), because Simon has some important things to tell Cornelius, his family, and his 
friends. So Cornelius sends men 35 miles down toward Joppa. 

Peter has no idea what just happened with Cornelius. Peter has no idea who on earth Cornelius even is. But the 
day after Cornelius’ vision, God gives Peter a vision of his own. While waiting for lunch to be served and while 
praying to God, Peter suddenly sees a large sheet coming down from heaven. Animals are scampering all over the 
sheet: four-footed critters, reptiles, and birds of all kinds. A voice tells Peter to kill and eat. “No way, “Lord!” Peter 
says to the vision. Not because Peter’s vegan, but because these kinds of meats up til now have been off limits to 
Jews, unlike beef or lamb. But Peter is told in the vision, “Do not call unclean the things that God has cleansed.” 
Two more times the same thing happens, and then the sheet is taken back up to heaven. Cornelius’ men are about 
to knock on the door of the house where Peter is staying. But just before they knock, God the Holy Spirit has one 
final message for Peter: “Three men are looking for you because I sent them. Go with them.” 

You see what God is doing, right? God is working to make a connection. He is taking the paths of these two men 
from their very different backgrounds and bringing them to an intersection. To bless both of them. Cornelius has 
something very important to learn from what Peter already knows. Peter has something very important to learn from 
what God is going to show him through Cornelius. 

Peter goes with Cornelius’ men, just like he was told to do. When Peter arrives in a Gentile home—unfamiliar 
territory for him—he sees that Cornelius has invited over Gentile family and friends. Cornelius, a military captain, 
kneels before Peter, but Peter tells him to get up because “I am just a man myself.” Cornelius explains the vision he 
had and why he sent for Peter. “It’s good you came,” Cornelius tells Peter, and then adds, “So now we are all here 
in God’s presence to listen to what God has told you to tell us.” 

That’s when it really hits Peter. “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from 
every nation who fear him and do what is right.” Christ came for all nations. That was not news for Peter. The day 
Jesus rose from the dead, that evening Peter heard Jesus say that repentance and forgiveness of sins would be 
preached in Jesus’ name to all nations. Within the next several weeks Peter heard Jesus tell him and his fellow 
disciples to go and make disciples of all nations. And seven weeks after the Lord’s resurrection, when the Lord 
poured out his Holy Spirit so the disciples could declare the wonders of God in many languages, Peter was the 
preacher for the occasion! Christ came for all nations. Peter already knew that. But now it’s dawning on him and he 
is really getting it. 

God does not show favoritism. God does not treat human beings the way that we human beings treat each other. I 
like you because you have a certain social status. I like you because you come from a certain family. I like you 
because you grew up within a certain community, state, or country. I like you because you are part of a certain 
team. I like you because you have a certain skin color. I like you because you have a lot of money, or I like you 



because you don’t have a lot of money. I discriminate among people. Or, I reverse discriminate among people. 
Some people prefer their own ethnicity, so I prefer other people’s ethnicity. Many people prefer their own country, 
so I prefer other countries. And it can go on and on. Favoritism takes on endless mutations. Maybe you get so fed 
up with favoritism and discrimination that you don’t like any human beings at all. You know, “Humanity is going 
down the drain, and the quicker the better.” Well, how godly is that? I don’t think I have to say that favoritism and 
discrimination are exceedingly unpleasant traits of our sinful nature, but I’ll say it anyway: Favoritism and 
discrimination are exceedingly unpleasant traits of our sinful nature. 

God does not show favoritism. Not in regard to his law. There will be trouble and distress for everyone who does 
evil; there is no favoritism with God. We Christians have to remember that, too. God does not indulge us or cut us 
some slack as his children because he thinks we are cuter than everybody else. Peter himself reminds us in a later 
letter that you and I call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, so you and I should live our l ives as 
strangers here in reverent fear. Paul, speaking about our Christian life, reminds you and me that anyone who does 
wrong will be repaid for that wrong because there is no favoritism. Likewise, from a God’s-law point of view, there 
will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does good. But here’s the thing. God says he looks out at all 
nations and sees no one who does what is good. There is no one out there who earns his favor and achieves 
immortality and eternal life. All alike are under sin, and all alike are deserving of death. 

In Acts 10, Peter is emphasizing that God shows no favoritism in regard to his gospel. Historically, it may have 
seemed like God was picking favorites. God chose Abraham. God grew a great nation from Jacob. God gave the 
Israelites the promised land. God sent the Savior from the Jews, to the extent that Jesus Christ himself would tell 
the Samaritan woman that “salvation is from the Jews.” And that’s true. Because Jesus was born from a Jewish 
virgin mother, salvation is from the Jews. But Jesus never said salvation was only for the Jews. Just today, we had 
a lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures, written in Hebrew by a Jewish prophet. What did it say? God foretold of Jesus 
Christ, “I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.” God makes him to be a covenant for the 
people and a light for the Gentiles. 

In any nation the person who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to God. That describes the believer. 
The believer fears God because with God there is forgiveness. It is by grace through faith that a person is saved, 
and that’s all a gift from God. Every believer is also God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. 
Remaining in Jesus, and with Jesus’ words remaining in us, we will bear fruit for God. 

There’s no favoritism with God. Christ came for all nations. That’s what Peter emphasized in the home of Cornelius, 
centering everything on Jesus Christ. Jesus began his ministry in Galilee. He was baptized by John, and at that 
baptism, the man Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power and was equipped with everything necessary 
for carrying out his ultimate service to God: doing good, delivering people from the devil’s domination, dying on the 
cross, and rising from the dead. The good news is there is peace through Jesus. He is Lord of all. He paid the price 
of everyone’s sins. He suffered the disgrace and disfiguration that all the world’s favoritism and discrimination 
deserved, including ours. God removed all our sins and all the sins of the world through the world’s Savior. Now 
anyone, everyone who believes in Christ receives forgiveness of sins through his name. Including me, including 
you. 

When did you really grasp that? What experience in your life did to you what stepping into Cornelius’ house did to 
Peter? I am going to mention a couple of times when this dawned on me in the first years of the public ministry, not 
because they are super-fascinating, but to encourage you to really think about how God has used experiences in 
your life to teach you the truth that Christ came for all nations. 

My first child was born the day before Palm Sunday and was set to be baptized on Easter Sunday. In the planning 
for the baptism, people requested baptism for two other children that morning as well. Do I do my own child’s 
baptism separately? Is another child’s baptism for the forgiveness of sins any less important to God than my own 
child’s baptism for the forgiveness of sins? Of course not. There should have been three rebirths that Easter 
morning, and by the grace of God, there were. 

A young woman, an engineer, starting coming to church with her boyfriend. She was born in Saigon, South 
Vietnam. Her father flew transport planes in the South Vietnamese Air Force along with the USAF, and after Saigon 
fell, he paid the price. Eight years in a communist reeducation camp, missing eight years of his young daughter’s 
life. After his release, the family left and moved across the ocean to the United States. Raised in nominal 
Buddhism, she knew next to nothing about Christ. After Bible information course, she grasped that she was a 
sinner in God’s eyes. After further discussions and months of sermons, she eventually related that she was noticing 
more love in her life, more patience with herself and other people, more forgiveness toward herself and toward 
other people. Because she was grasping God’s love for her in Christ. 

Christ came for all nations. No duh, huh? What an awesome truth! May God teach it to us again and again. Amen. 


