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—John 1:14-18  
  
 If you could live anywhere you wanted, where would you live? Would you choose a beachfront property in 
a highly desired zip code? Would you prefer a ritzy penthouse in your city of choice? Would you pick the most 
exotic place you can imagine and live there? You know how the saying goes in real estate, “It’s all about location, 
location, location!” That’s why people will pay the big bucks to live in some of the world’s most desirable places. 
But imagine if money were no object. Nothing was holding you back and you could live wherever you wanted to 
live. Imagine the possibilities.  
 
 Now think of this. God is in heaven. He does whatever pleases him. There is nothing limiting him 
whatsoever. Nothing holding him back. And yet this is where God chose to take up residence: “The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” The Word refers to Jesus Christ. He is the eternal God. 
Through him all things were made, without him nothing was made that has been made. And yet, God, the One 
and Only, became flesh, and he made his dwelling among us. Of all the places God could have chosen live, he 
chose to live on this earth, which has been torn apart by sin. He came to that which was his very own, but his own 
did not receive him. He chose to dwell among us, among sinful human beings like us who cannot on our own 
recognize the true power and glory of God hidden in flesh just like ours. 
 
 The idea of God dwelling among us, is really fascinating. God is often viewed as distant, aloof, 
impersonal, and not all the concerned with the everyday matters of human life. After all, why should he be? He is 
holy. He is perfect. His throne is in heaven. The idea of God dwelling with us isn’t a concept that comes naturally 
to people. But it hasn’t always been that way. There was a time when that’s just how it was. God communed with 
his creation and the crown of his creation. Adam and Eve lived in perfect harmony with God, the One and Only. 
He wasn’t so far away because at first there was no sin to separate. But one day, the man and his wife heard 
the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. They fell into sin and their first response was to distance themselves 
from God. All of a sudden the idea of God dwelling among mankind wasn’t automatically a comforting and happy 
thought. It was actually terrifying. 
 
 Once again God desired to dwell with his people. In the time of Moses he was with his people in a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He even gave detailed instructions to build a tabernacle, as a reminder 
that he dwelt among his people. Yet even that was not automatically a comforting and happy thought. The 
tabernacle came with a sobering reminder of sin. The back part of the tabernacle was called the most holy place. 
It was like God’s throne room. No average Joe could stroll into that most holy place; only the high priest could 
once a year and first he had to offer a sacrifice for his own sins.  
 
 Imagine, if God, the One and Only, took up residence right next door to you; If Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, were your next-door neighbor, would it automatically be a comforting happy thought? Or would there be at 
the very least a slight bit of uneasiness? Would you have to be a little more careful? Would you have to clean up 
your act at least a little bit? If Jesus Christ were your next-door neighbor, it wouldn’t simply be a matter of keeping 
up appearances. To everyone else, on the outside it might seem like we are all put together. It may seem like we 
have a good life because we are good people. People don’t always see what’s on the inside. Our neighbors don’t 
see the wrong motive behind the outward deed of kindness. They don’t always hear the shameful words spoken 
behind closed doors. They don’t see the inner turmoil of sin and guilt behind the neighborly smile. But God, the 
One and only sees all things. He hears all things. He sees each individual as he or she really is by nature. Our 
natural response to the thought of God dwelling among us is the same response as Adam and Eve. We try to 
distance ourselves from God. If only we can picture him as far away, sin doesn’t seem so bad. 
 
 But the distance that sin has created between God and us hasn’t stopped him before. It didn’t stop him 
from coming to Adam and Eve when they hid. It didn’t stop him from coming to dwell with his people in the Old 
Testament. As John writes of God making his dwelling among, he recalls a time long before when God came to 
his people through Moses. He wrote, “For the law was given through Moses.” Back when God visited his 
people in the time of Moses, it was very different. When God gave his Law on Mount Sinai he appeared with 
thunder and lightning and a dense cloud. And the people were so terrified and they stayed at a distance. They 
told Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 
 



 That’s what the Law does. It terrifies us to death because on our own we have no business being in 
God’s holy presences. We cannot stand by our own merit before God the One and Only. We cannot dwell with 
God dressed in our own filthy rags of self-righteousness. And yet, “The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  

 
Of all the places he could have lived, and made his dwelling among us. He came not to pour out his just 

wrath that our sins deserve. Rather, he came to pour out his grace in abundance. John writes, “From the 
fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.” Or more accurately, “From the 
fullness of his grace we have all received grace upon grace.” God’s grace is his free, undeserved love. 
Picture that cup being filled beyond full, just spilling over. That’s how abundantly God pours out his grace on 
sinners like you and me. He doesn’t give a mere splash of his grace or a pinch of his love. Through Jesus Christ, 
the One and Only who is at the Father’s side, he pours out so much grace. Grace on top of grace. So much grace 
it’s ridiculous. It doesn’t even make sense how much grace he has and how generously he pours it out upon us. 
The grace of God that we receive through Jesus Christ is so abundant that it covers every sin that you have 
committed. From the fullness of Jesus’ grace you receive overflowing grace which covers every wrong motive, 
every shameful thought, and foolish or harsh word, every selfish desire or pursuit. From the fullness of his grace 
you have the fullness of God’s forgiveness. And here’s why: He came and made his dwelling among us and he 
lived under his own law for us. And God’s just wrath that once thundered against our sins was poured out on him 
without restraint. As a result you have received his grace, his forgiveness, his love without restraint. 

 
This is the nature of God’s grace, but knowledge about God and his grace doesn’t come naturally to 

people. Let’s not forget that and take it for granted. By nature, many people around us acknowledge that there is 
a God, but for them he still seems far away. By nature they can know that there is a God and through their 
conscience they may even know that there needs to be reconciliation with God, whoever he may be. But that’s as 
far as our natural knowledge takes us. That’s precisely why “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us… No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made 
him known.”  

 
And as you go out those doors, as surely has he promised, he is with you. No matter where we live, you 

and I live in same world Jesus came to save; a world that by nature does not know him; a world that cannot 
intuitively connect the dots between the problem of sin and the solution. But you can because God has made 
these things known to you by his grace. As God’s grace has spilled so abundantly into your life through Jesus, let 
it so abundantly spill over in all that you do. There’s plenty to go around. As that grace has forgiven you, forgive 
others. As God has loved you, love others. As God has made himself known to you, make him known to others. 
He is not far away. He is the God who came to dwell with us and he still does today. Where Christ’s Word is 
preached and where his grace is poured out abundantly through baptism and communion, here he is among us.  
Of all the places he could live, he dwells in the heart of every believer. He dwells among us. Amen. 

 
 

 


