Our Savior’s
Family Tree
Introduction

Have you researched your own genealogy?
Why are people interested in knowing their family tree?
Our Savior’s Family Tree. The Gospel writers Matthew and Luke each provide a record of the genealogy of Jesus. Matthew’s
genealogy traces the Savior’s line from Abraham to Jesus. Luke’s genealogy traces the line of the Savior from Jesus all the way
back to “Adam, son of God.” As we survey our Savior’s family tree we see names we quickly recognize as key figures in the Old
Testament. Other may be less familiar. Scan Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38. Which names do you recognize?

The Offspring of a Woman

Genesis 3:15 – “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Genesis 3:15 is the first gospel promise. To whom was it originally spoken?
We have the advantage of knowing how Scripture unfolds. We know that Jesus is the fulfillment of this verse. How well do
you think Adam and Eve grasped this promise?
Who was the first offspring of Adam and Eve? (Genesis 4:1)

Noah

Luke 3:36 – “…The son of Shem, the son of Noah…”
Genesis 6:5-8 – “5 The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord was grieved that he had made
man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have
created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am
grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.
When news anchors report on deeds of kindness they might say, “Stories like this tell us there is still hope in humanity.”
Why might someone search for hope in humanity?
How does the account of Noah shatter the illusion that there is “hope in humanity?” Where does our hope come from?

Unusual suspects

Matthew 1:3 – “Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar…”
Genesis 38:13-18 – When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,”
14 she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the
entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she
had not been given to him as his wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 Not
realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.” “And
what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked. 17 “I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said. “Will you give me
something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked. 18 He said, “What pledge should I give you?” “Your seal and its cord, and the
staff in your hand,” she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him.
This might be the kind of family history one would try to hide. Instead, the Lord inspired Matthew to include the detail,
“Who’s mother was Tamar,” reminding the reader of the shameful encounter between Tamar and Judah. For what reasons
might the Lord want this detail to be highlighted in the line of the Savior?
Matthew 1:5 – Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth.
What do you know about Rahab? (See Joshua 2)
What do you know about Ruth?

Royal lineage

Matthew 1:3 – …Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been
Uriah’s wife…
2 Samuel 7:1, 2; 11-13 –After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark
of God remains in a tent.” 11‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 When your days are
over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will
establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
What qualities made David Israel’s greatest earthly king?
The Lord gave David rest. How did David use that period of rest?
David wanted to build a house for the Lord. What did the Lord have in mind instead?
To which offspring is the Lord referring in 2 Samuel 7:12-13?
Matthew 1:3 –David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife…
2 Samuel 11:1-5 – In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole
Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2 One evening David got up
from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,
3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah
the Hittite?” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her
uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
Note that David remained in Jerusalem and rested from battle in his palace. How did he use that time of rest?

As you read through the account of David’s life earlier in Scripture, there is so much hope and promise. Israel had a king
after the Lord’s own heart. Leading up to this account David is portrayed as bold and humble, trusting in the Lord. But now
this? How could it be?
Why are we naturally fascinated by stories of such scandal?
The Spirit makes no attempt to hide this shameful history in the Old and New Testaments. Notice how Matthew records
this detail in his genealogy of Jesus. Why do you think it is phrased in such away?
Subsequent kings of Judah
Matthew 1:7-11 – Solomon the
father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa,
8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,

Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,

Amon the father of Josiah,
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah
[Jehoiachin] and his brothers at the
time of the exile to Babylon.

From Babylon to Bethlehem

Isaiah 11:1, 10-11 – A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand
as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. 11 In that day
the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria,
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the
islands of the sea.
Matthew 1:12-17 – After the exile
to Babylon:
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor,
14 Azor the father of Zadok,

Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Eliud,
15 Eliud the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph,
the husband of Mary, of whom was
born Jesus, who is called Christ.

17 Thus

there were fourteen
generations in all from Abraham to
David, fourteen from David to the
exile to Babylon, and fourteen from
the exile to the Christ.

Explain the illustration of a shoot coming up from Jesse’s stump.
What important truths does the Spirit communicate simply by including Jesus’ family tree in Scripture?
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