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Humility is great! 

 

Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he was by nature God, he did not 
consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. 
When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

—Philippians 2:5-11EHV 

I suppose it’s not really a newsflash to hear the apostle Paul remind us that Christians are to be Christ-like in their 
attitude, right? God wants us to put others first and to think of what the people around us need, rather than thinking 
about what we want others to do for us. God’s ways for us are not like the ways of the world. Instead of being 
conceited and self-focused, God wants us to live life with an attitude of humility. He wants us to seek the best 
interests of others, not just our own interests. He wants us to stoop low to serve others. He wants us to put 
ourselves in a low position to serve someone else.  

But this doesn’t come naturally to us. It doesn’t matter what relationship you have with someone else – in marriage, 
at work, among your friends, with your neighbors – this attitude that Paul describes is hard stuff. How many 
marriages have fallen apart because one or both spouses were more interested in what they get rather than in what 
they give? How many siblings have harbored anger and resentment because they had a self-focused attitude? God 
wants us as his people to be different. Humility exudes that difference.  

So, it’s not surprising that the apostle Paul reminds us, “Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus. Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be 
displayed, 7 but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, 
and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death—even death on a cross.”  

Paul outlines for us three big downward steps that the Son of God took to serve us. First of all, Paul says that 
Jesus’ attitude was to willingly give up his right to glory. Instead of holding on to and demanding his right to the 
glories of heaven, instead of putting it on display for everybody to see, Jesus willingly set that aside. It’s always his, 
but he didn’t make full use of it. His attitude was humility. 

The second downward step he took was to actually become a lowly human being. For 33 years he lived in that 
lowly, humble state. The Creator of all allowed himself to be conceived in the womb of a poor Jewish peasant girl 
named Mary. His first night he spent in a barn in a feed box borrowed from farm animals. The Creator entered his 
creation. He needed to be diapered, burped, and nursed because he didn’t consider equality with God something to 
be grasped or tightly held onto. When he grew up, Jesus had no place to call his own. He got hungry, thirsty, tired. 
He laughed, and he cried. He kept the use of his God powers under wraps. But that doesn’t mean he gave them 
up. He always kept them. He was always God. It’s just that he never used his power as God to serve his own 
selfish interests or to boost his ego or anything like that. In fact, many times when Jesus did do something 
miraculous, he told people: “Don’t tell anyone about this” because he didn’t want anyone following him for the 
wrong reasons and hindering his mission of going to the cross for our sins. And that brings us to the third downward 
step. 

The last big downward step Jesus took was that he gave his life to save sinners! In fact, to make that even more 
striking, Paul reminds the Christians at Philippi what kind of death Jesus endured. Philippi was a Roman colony 
filled with ex-patriot Roman soldiers. And one of the laws of Rome was that even if a Roman citizen did some 
heinous crime, that person could never be executed by crucifixion. Crucifixion was reserved for the most vile and 
heinous criminals who were not Roman citizens. Jesus humbled himself. As he rode into Jerusalem, he knew what 
was in store for him at the end of this week. He would be put to death as the vilest of criminals, something the 
Philippians would never have experienced. That’s the attitude of our Savior Jesus Christ. He willingly and humbly 
chose to give his life for you and me and all the people of this world.  

The Creator of all would allow himself to be crucified by his own creation. The sinless one would die an unjust 
death at the hands of sinners. On that first Palm Sunday as Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the crowds rightly praised 



him. “Save us!” “Hosanna!” they said! It was the only way we could be saved from our pride and selfishness. Jesus 
had to save us. 

So, on this Palm Sunday we look up to Jesus. As his borrowed donkey wobbles into Jerusalem, we remember his 
purpose. He didn’t come for the palms and the praises. He came to fulfill the words, “Hosanna! Save us now, 
Lord.” He came into town to free us from ourselves. He humbled himself to declare us not guilty. 

That’s what you are. You are not guilty. Our humble king made sure of it. And because that’s true, Paul’s words 
have a different sound to them. “Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” It’s no 
longer a condemning sound, but now it is the sound of a challenge. Christ has set us free from the condemnation of 
pride. He now challenges us to be what Christ has made us to be. We are like him! I want to be like Christ. I want 
his attitude to be my attitude. I want his way of doing things to be my way of doing things. 

You see, humility is more than just an attitude; it’s also an action. Jesus not only had the right attitude, he followed 
through with the right actions. How do we know that everything Jesus did was acceptable in his Father’s sight? 
Look at what Paul says. “Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Jesus is exalted. You won’t find him hanging on a cross in the Holy Land. You won’t find him in a tomb somewhere 
outside Jerusalem. No, next Sunday we loudly remind ourselves of his resurrection. And since the resurrection, 
Jesus sits at the right hand of God in power, almighty power that he puts into action every minute of every day. No 
more donkey. No more nails. No more cross. No, now his name is the most glorious name. And he will come again 
in power. Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess the truth. He is the king of kings. He did exactly what 
God wanted, and God exalted him to the highest place.  

And here is where we see something so shocking. The same result is waiting for you and me. God has a place 
reserved for us in the highest place of heaven. Because we have been given the perfect life of our Savior, God will 
welcome us home and say, “Well, done, good and faithful servant. Come! Take your inheritance which was 
prepared for you since the creation of the world!” 

Talk about something to boast about, right? We can boast about our Savior Jesus. We can boast about the glorious 
kingdom he has made us a part of. Nobody can take that away from us. It’s ours. We do not need to grasp it and 
hold on to it like children jealous of their toys. No. Christ has given this to us. 

So, what can we do now? Humble ourselves. We can give of ourselves for the sake of others. We can be humble 
like Christ.  

Humility starts with Christ working in your hearts. As you focus on your Savior Jesus, you see how he humbled 
himself so that you could be filled with his love. That’s our attitude, too. Humble yourself so that someone else can 
be filled with the love of Christ. Humility is great. Amen.  

 


