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Christians answer doubt with faith
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Connection card
During the offering
we ask that you
complete an online
connection card.

Welcome!
We are honored that you are with us today. May the Word of God that you hear
strengthen your faith and increase your desire to serve the Lord! If you are a
guest today, we are thankful you have joined us. We hope that you will join us
again soon.

For your convenience
For your convenience, please take note of the following:

* Restrooms are to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

» Nursery. There is a room where children may be quieted to the left down the
hall across from the bathrooms as you exit the sanctuary. A television allows you
to see and hear the service.

o Children’s worship notes are available. Ask an usher.

» Hearing assistance. A hearing loop is available in the
worship area for hearing aids equipped with a T-coil.

If there is any other way in which we can assist you, let us know.
The service is streamed live online at elctempe.org/worship.

For the latest information about services schedules, please visit elctempe.org.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost —August 9, 2026

What Makes Christians Different?
Christians answer doubt with faith

Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt still lingers. Doubt asks the
serpent’s garden question, “Did God really say?” We might doubt God'’s care,
God’s promises, or God’s providence.

The answer to doubt is not found in loud, dramatic demonstrations. The real
answer to doubt is found in the still small voice of our Savior God whispering to
us in his Word. Through Word and sacrament, Christ reaches out to us with nail-
scarred hands, proof of his great love. He joins us to his resurrection victory.
Finally he will usher us from the darkness and doubt of this life into the light and
clear vision of eternity with him.


https://www.elctempe.org/worship
https://www.elctempe.org/

Service of the Word
and Sacrament

Pre-Service Music His Eye Is on the Sparrow
James Mansfield

Be Still My Soul
Donald Busarow, David Christiansen

Opening Hymn 844 What God Ordains Is Always Good

Please stand.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution CW 172
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins
of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

What Makes
Chris 3
Different
A

During our services,
the congregation
speaks the responses
in bold.
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that
we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what you
want done; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated. 5



The Lord answers
Elijah’s doubt not
with a great show of
power but with the
gentle whisper of
God'’s gracious
promise.

First Reading 1Kings 19:9-18
“He came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD suddenly came to him, saying, “Why are you
here, Elijah?”

10He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but
the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your
altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking to take my life.”

HThen the LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of
the LORD, for the LORD is passing by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the
mountains and shattered rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the
wind.

After the wind came an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.
2After the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire.
After the fire there was a soft, whispering voice.

13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak, and he went out and
stood at the entrance to the cave. Then a voice came to him and said, “Why are
you here, Elijah?”

14He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but
the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your
altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking to take my life.”

15Then the LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came and go to the
Wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. 1®You will also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel and
Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah as prophet in your place. "Whoever
escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of
Jehu, Elisha will kill. 8But I have preserved in Israel seven thousand whose
knees have not bent to Baal and whose lips have not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 73
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I am always with you;
you hold me by my right hand.

You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will take me into glory.

Whom have I in heav’n but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.

My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain



Paul teaches that in
all things, good
times and bad, we
can trust that God is
carrying out his
perfect plan for his
glory and our
salvation.

In the account of
Peter walking on the
water, we see how
quickly doubt
challenges faith. And
we see how
graciously Jesus
responds to our
doubt.

Second Reading Romans 8:28-39
2BWe know that all things work together for the good of those who love God,
for those who are called according to his purpose, ¥because those God
foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that
he would be the firstborn among many brothers. 3)And those he predestined,
he also called. Those he called, he also justified. And those he justified, he also
glorified.

31What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all —how will he not also graciously give us all things along with him?

3Who will bring an accusation against God's elect? God is the one who
justifies! 3*Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, more
than that, was raised to life, is the one who is at God's right hand and who is
also interceding for us! ®What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
trouble or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?
36Just as it is written:

For your sake we are being put to death all day long.
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.
%No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.

3For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers,
neither things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, ¥neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 11:1
Alleluia! Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see. Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33
2Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of
him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. ZAfter he had dismissed

the crowd, he went up onto the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone. 2By then the boat was quite a distance from shore,
being pounded by the waves because the wind was against it. 2In the fourth
watch of the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. 2When the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried out in fear,
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“It's a ghost!” 27But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I' Do
not be afraid.”

2BPeter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.”

YJesus said, “Come!”

Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward
Jesus. 3 But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!”

$Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat,
the wind stopped. 3¥Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated.
Hymn of the Day 847 Be Still, My Soul
Sermon Matthew 14:22-33

Take heart! Itis I!

Please stand.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
Offering

Musical Offering Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen
Jack C. Goode

Personal Preparation for Holy Communion
As you prepare to receive the Sacrament today, you may use the Christian Questions on

page 295 in your blue hymnal or Personal Preparation on page 19 of this service
folder.

Please stand.

The Sacrament

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song;:
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my —+ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

”

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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sin of the world; grant us your peace.

Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 705984

Be seated.

Distribution
Members and any  For our distribution today, you may approach the altar using the side aisles. The two
guests who have  sides will meet at the bottom step in the middle. For those who prefer a low-gluten
spoken with a pastor  wafer, please indicate such to the pastor when he distributes the host. The low-gluten
prior to the service  \wafers are in a soufflé cup on the paten. The grape-colored cups in each tray are

about receiving  glcohol-removed wine. We will dismiss down the center aisle.
Communion may

come forward at the

direction of the ushers. Distribution Hymns 824 This Is the Threefold Truth

813 He Will Hold Me Fast

Please stand.
12



Thanksgiving
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have
given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished

our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your
holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated.

Post-Service Music

Serving at Worship
Preaching Minister
Presiding Minister

Organ

Instrumentalist

Acolyte

Video streamer and slides
Video captions

Sound
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Jesus Loves Me
John Barr

Have Thine Own Way, Lord
George C. Stebbins

No, Not Despairingly
Raymond H. Haan

Pastor Jon Buchholz

Pastor Daniel Gensmer

Kurt Rosenbaum

Lauren Sallquist, trombone

(] Sulit (8:00 a.m.)

Cathy Wightman, Charlie Myers
Jeremy Burmeister

Wes Wightman
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In our prayers
e God’s care and blessing as a new school year starts at Emmanuel this week.
That students, parents, teachers and staff are reminded of God’s love every
day.
¢ Kathy Corrigan - Home recovering.
e  Chris Heise - Home recovering.
¢ Kaylee - Home recovering from surgery and going through additional
treatments.
o Bill Zidar - Battling cancer.

e  Much-needed rain for the state of Arizona.

Communion
Thank you to Barb Warskow and Janice Wilson for helping set up Communion for
this weekend.

Ushers
8:00 a.m. Al and Will Meihak, Reggie and Mason Marquez
10:30 a.m. Steve, Nick and Luke Sallquist, Mark Schroeder
This week at Emmanuel
Sunday
Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
In-person adult and teen Bible study 9:15 a.m.
Hebrews
Sunday school, junior high Bible study 9:15 a.m.
Monday
Evangelism meeting 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday
ELS (Emmanuel Lutheran School) First Day of School
Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m.
Jonah: Grace for others
Led by Pastor Daniel Gensmer
Thursday
Thursday Bible study at Denny’s 6:00 a.m.

?1st Century Lessons from the Life of Joseph
Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at
Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe)



Friday

ELS chapel 8:30 a.m.
ELS early release 1:50 p.m.
Sunday, August 16
Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
In-person adult and teen Bible study 9:15 a.m.
Hebrews
Sunday school, junior high Bible study 9:15a.m.
Looking ahead
August 18 Church Council meeting 6:00 p.m.
August 19 Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m.

Jonah: Jonah'’s offense

Led by Pastor Daniel Gensmer

August 20 Thursday Bible study at Denny’s 6:00 a.m.
21st Century Lessons from the Life of Joseph

Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at

Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe)

Bible Basics class begins 6:30-8:00 p.m.

August 21 ELS chapel 8:30 a.m.
ELS early release 1:50 p.m.

August 23 Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
In-person Bible study, Sunday school, teen study 9:15 a.m.

August 26 Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m.
Book of Daniel

Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl

Adult choir practice resumes 6:30 p.m.

August 27 Thursday Bible study at Denny’s 6:00 a.m.

21st Century Lessons from the Life of Joseph
Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at
Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe)

God’s Ways Bible study 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Bible Basics class begins 6:30-8:00 p.m.

August 28 ELS chapel 8:30 a.m.
ELS early release 1:50 p.m.

ELS Family Fall grill-out 5:30-7:00 p.m.

August 30 Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
In-person Bible study, Sunday school, teen study 9:15 a.m.

September 1 ~ Stewardship meeting 8:00 p.m.
September 2 ~ Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m.
Book of Daniel

Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl
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Connection card

During the offering
we ask that you

complete an online
connection card.

Gensmer
Meal Train

Notes and News

Connection cards

The connection cards have a valuable purpose in helping us serve you better. We
ask all our worshipers to help us serve you by scanning the QR code, by going to
elctempe.org/connect, or by filling out one of the cards in the pews. Thank you!

New Meditations available

Meditations is a daily devotional magazine that is released every three months.
Each daily devotion has a Scripture reading, a meditation, and a prayer. Your
complimentary copy of Meditations is available on the back counter at church.
Please pick up the new issue that starts with a devotion for August 30.

Meal Train for the Gensmer family

Let’s help welcome the Gensmer family as they settle into Arizona and life with a
newborn. Any help with home-cooked meals or take out/delivery would be
greatly appreciated. You can sign up to provide a meal using the QR code or this
link: https:/ /mealtrain.com/81qo28; available dates and meal details can also be
found on this link.

Bible Basics starts August 20

Pastor Buchholz will begin the next series of Bible Basics on Thursday, August
20, at 6:30 p.m. This class is for adults wishing to study the basic teachings of
Scripture in the preparation for becoming communicant members at Emmanuel.
It’s also for anyone who would like to refresh your understanding of Scripture,
ask questions and participate in discussion with the pastor, and find new
applications of Scripture to daily life. Speak with Pastor Buchholz to register for
Bible Basics.

Adult choir resumes | August 26

Any high-school age student and older is invited to be involved with our
congregation’s adult choir. We meet Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m. to prepare
music for our worship throughout the year. A new year begins Wednesday,
August 26, in the MEC (Ministry and Education Center). If you can carry a tune,
you are encouraged to join this group! The time together is upbeat, and making
music for his glory is emotionally powerful. Can’t make every week but still
would like to be involved? There are several options available to you. Child care
is provided throughout the year. For more information, contact Kevin Bode at
kbode@elstempe.org or (480) 694-3532.
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A big thank-you from our Emmanuel Lutheran School teachers

For the past six weeks we’ve been collecting school supplies to support our
Emmanuel Lutheran School teachers and to ensure students have everything
they need to succeed. The blessings you have outpoured are so appreciated.
Thank you for your generosity and for supporting our school community!

Save the dates for next summer’s church campout | 2027

Start planning your summer escape for next year - our annual church campout is
scheduled for Thursday through Sunday, July 22-25, 2027. Add the dates to your
calendar and dream of camp fires, s'mores, and the smell of ponderosa. More
information to come after the new year.

Employment opportunities at Martin Luther College
Martin Luther College is accepting applications for the following two positions:

Part-time Dormitory Custodians: Enjoy flexible scheduling while caring for the
place that our students call home during their time at MLC.

Part-time Receptionist: Be the welcoming first point of contact for students,
visitors, and the MLC community while providing excellent service, assisting
with daily office operations, and extending Christian hospitality.

Interested individuals should apply online at mlc-wels.edu/hr/.

Please donate plastic bags

A member of our congregation makes mats for the homeless out of plastic bags.
Please bring these bags on the fourth Sunday of the month to help her service to
the homeless.

Needy food pantry donations

Thank you to all who contribute goods to our food pantry. Your support is much
appreciated! Currently we have an abundance of canned vegetables and pasta, so
these items are not needed. Suggestions for other donations include peanut
butter, cans of tuna or chicken, or individual fruit cups. Gift cards to Fry's or
Walmart would also be helpful. If you have questions, please reach out to Alysha
Bergsma in the office.
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Sunday School kickoff today

Today (Sunday, 8/9), our Sunday School students will transition to their new
classes. We are also beginning a new registration / check-in system where
parents will register (check-in), drop-off and pick-up their children in the church
courtyard for Sunday School (by 9:15 a.m.). Our Sunday School teachers will
walk the children down to the south side of campus (school classrooms) for
Sunday School. Children will be brought back to the church courtyard after
Sunday School to be picked up by parents. This is a great time to recommit your
child to regular Bible study through Sunday School.

Christian education hours
Here is a list of our classes, topics, and locations for our Sunday morning
education hour.

The Adult Bible study is meeting in the Oak Room of the Ministry and
Education Center (MEC). The study topic today is “Hebrews”.

The Teen Bible study Grades 9-12 is meeting in the 7th grade classroom
on the second floor of the MEC. The study topic today is “What Makes
Christians Different? Christians answer doubt with faith.”

The Junior High Bible study Grades 7-8 is meeting in the 8th grade
classroom on the second floor of the MEC. The study topic today is
“What Makes Christians Different? Christians answer doubt with faith.”

The Sunday School for Grades 4-6 is meeting in the 4th grade classroom
at the south campus. The study topic today is “Jesus ascends.”

The Sunday School for Grades 1-3 is meeting in the 34 grade classroom
at the south campus. The study topic today is “Jesus ascends.”

The Sunday School for 4K Preschool-Kindergarten is meeting in the
kindergarten classroom at the south campus. The study topic today is
“Jesus ascends.”

The Sunday School for two- and three-year-olds is meeting in the
preschool classrooms at the south campus. Parents are encouraged to
remain with their children. The study topic today is “God made the
world and people.”
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Personal preparation for Holy Communion

The following questions for self-examination (adapted from various sources) may be helpful as you
prepare to receive the Sacrament.

As we prepare to partake of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is appropriate
that we diligently examine ourselves, as St Paul exhorts us. For this Sacrament has been
instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly confess their
sins and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But if we thus examine ourselves, we find nothing in ourselves but sin and death, from
which we can in no way set ourselves free. Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy
upon us and has taken upon himself our nature, so that he might fulfill the whole will and
law of God and for us and for our deliverance suffer death and all that we by our sins
have deserved. In order that we should more confidently believe this and be strengthened
in faith and cheerful obedience to his holy will, he has instituted the holy Sacrament of his
Supper, in which he feeds us with his body and gives us to drink of his blood.

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup firmly believing the words of
Christ, lives in Christ and Christ in him, and has eternal life.

We should also do this in remembrance of him, proclaiming his death —that he was
delivered over for our sins and raised to life for our justification. Then with thankful
hearts we commit ourselves again to take up our cross and follow him, keep his
commandments, and love one another as he has loved us.

As you examine yourself, consider these questions before God, who searches the heart:

Q: Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved his wrath and

punishment?
A: Truly you should confess, for Holy Scripture declares, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Q: Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and action?
A: Truly you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who prayed for a contrite
heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the woman caught in adultery; the prodigal son; and others.

Q: Do you sincerely believe that God, by his grace, for Jesus’ sake, forgives you all your
sins?

A: Truly you should believe, for Holy Scripture declares, “For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Q: Do you promise that with the help of the Holy Spirit you will from this time forward
amend your sinful life?

A: Truly you should so promise, for Holy Scripture declares, “No one who lives in him keeps on
sinning,” and Jesus himself declares, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”

Personal prayer:
Lord Jesus, as a penitent sinner filled with joy and gratitude, I now come to your
table to receive the precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it
strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in
devoted service to you and in acts of love and kindness to others. Amen.
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A person should
examine himself
before eating of the
bread and drinking
from the cup. For
anyone who eats and
drinks without
recognizing the body
of the Lord eats and
drinks judgment on
himself. But if we
judged ourselves, we
would not come
under judgment

(1 Corinthians
11:28,29,31).
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