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We Have Confidence to Enter the Most Holy Place!

The Holy Spirit also testifies in Scripture to us, for first he said: 1® This is the covenant | will make with them after those
days, says the Lord. | will put my laws on their hearts and | will write them on their mind. *” Then he adds: And | will not
remember their sins and their lawlessness any longer. 8 Now where these sins are forgiven, there is no longer any
sacrifice for sin.

19 Brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the blood of Jesus. It is a new and living way
he opened for us through the curtain, that is, his flesh. 22 We also have a great priest over the house of God. %> So let
us approach with a sincere heart, in the full confidence of faith, because our hearts have been sprinkled to take away a
bad conscience, and our bodies have been washed with pure water. 22 Let us hold on firmly to the confession of our
hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful.

24 et us also consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good works. > Let us not neglect meeting
together, as some have the habit of doing. Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

—Hebrews 10:15-25 EHV

The writer of this book wrote to encourage Jewish Christians to remain firm in their faith. As they were facing
persecution and temptation to go back to Judaism, the writer to the Hebrews shows them, and us, that Jesus is
superior to everything. Therefore, we also receive the encouragement to stand firm in our faith which is in Christ Jesus,
our Lord.

Let's pray. Dear Lord Jesus, strengthen our faith and our convictions to follow you as we study your Word today.
Amen.

It was on this night that Jesus gathered with his disciples in the upper room to celebrate the Passover meal. They
remembered the time when God led his people out of Egypt. God sent the 10 plagues, and the final judgment was
when the angel of the Lord killed the firstborn of every house in Egypt.

But for those who trusted in God’s words and followed his commands, they were spared. God told the people to take a
one-year old male lamb without defect or blemish and slaughter it. They were to take the blood of the lamb and place it
on the doorposts of their houses. When the angel of the Lord came to that house, he passed over the house. Why?
Because a death had already taken place there.

The lamb was the substitute. His death for the members of the household. All of this was a sign, a pointer, a way to
teach the people. The only way a person can be spared from death is through death.

God used that Passover lamb as a way of rescuing his people from Egypt. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, told them to
leave. Millions of Israelites left Egypt in freedom that day.

But even though God was with his people and spared them, the people’s hearts rebelled against him. They grumbled
and complained against God and against their leader, Moses.

This went on for months. Finally, in the third month after they left Egypt, God said, “We need to talk.” God promised to
bring his people to the Promised Land, but they did not put their trust in the Lord. This wasn’t going to work. So, like a
father who sees his children getting into trouble, he had a family meeting with them. It was time to sit down and
address the issues of their hearts.

And he started his conversation by reminding them that he was their Lord God who brought them out of Egypt. He was
their God, and they were his people. But he wasn’t like any other god. No. He is the only God, the living God, the God
of absolute holiness and perfection.

God wants only one thing. He wants people to be in fellowship with him. He wants us to be with him. He wants us to
come into his presence and enjoy his company as a family enjoys each other.

So, sitting down with the people at Mt. Sinai, God made a contract with them. We might call it a bilateral, or two-sided,
covenant. But essentially it was a contract with them. God promised them some great things. He told them that if they



would follow him and listen to him and obey him, he would bless them, give them the land, and protect them from all
their enemies.

But if they broke the terms of the contract, if they didn’t follow him or obey him, if they rebelled against him, if they
didn’t trust these words he had given to them, well, then they would face curses. The rain would stop falling. Crops
would stop growing. Enemies would lay siege to their cities. Their land would be ravaged, and they would be carried
off into exile.

It didn’t take too long to see what was going to happen. Even with all the commands that God gave summarized in the
10 Commandments, they couldn’t even keep the first one: you shall have no other gods. Oh, their hearts and minds
were so corrupt. They did not trust God. They did not follow God. He could give laws to curb their behavior, but his
laws could not change their hearts and minds.

This contract, this bilateral covenant, could not and did not make the people fear, love and trust in God above all
things. Even though God wanted his people to be drastically different from all the pagan nations around them, they
essentially looked exactly like all the other nations in the way they lived their lives.

And that’s how it was throughout the history of the Israelite nation. God wanted to be their God. He wanted them to be
his people. In fact, he often used the picture of a husband and wife. He was like a husband to them. He wanted that
close relationship with them. But they were an adulterous woman seeking a different lover.

And that’s how sin is. It separates us from God. It doesn’t matter how big or how small it is. Sin always separates. The
sinful lust that flitters in the mind is worthy of eternal separation from God. The hurtful words that bring someone else
down are enough for condemnation. The actions that look no different from the unbelieving world around us are
enough to lose the Promised Land.

And we’ve all been there. You know your thoughts, words, and actions that offended your holy God. And don’t think to
yourself, “Eh, they aren’t that big of a deal.” God made it very clear throughout his interactions with the Israelites that
sin is serious. Just look at all the bodies that were scattered in the wilderness. “The wages of sin is death. “As a holy
and righteous God, there is only one way to enter into God’s presence.

“Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” If God came to you with a contract that promised blessings as long as
you perfectly trusted and followed him, how would you fare? If he promised the Promised Land of heaven to you as
long as you lived as a perfect husband, a perfect wife, a perfect child, a perfect light to the people in this world, would
you get in?

Oh, God doesn’t come to us as a doting old grandfather who bounces you on his knee and says, “Oh, that’s okay. You
at least tried.” No. Not at all. Sin separates us from God. The Bible reminds us that “it is a terrifying thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”

That’s why God gave something different from a contract. Our theme of worship tonight is “A new covenant buried an
old covenant.” Instead of a bilateral, or two-sided covenant, he gave a unilateral, or one-sided covenant. In fact, think
of it more like a will. It's something he gives. He delivers it to us.

The Holy Spirit testified to this covenant through the prophet Jeremiah. He promised that God was going to give this
one-sided covenant. In fact, the writer the Hebrews quotes Jeremiah when he writes: “The Holy Spirit also testifies in
Scripture to us, for first he said: This is the covenant | will make with them after those days, says the Lord. | will put my
laws on their hearts and | will write them on their mind. Then he adds: And | will not remember their sins and their
lawlessness any longer. Now where these sins are forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.” Instead of
monitoring behavior, God would change hearts and minds. Instead of negotiating with blessings and curses, God
simply gives gifts. He gives forgiveness.

How can he do that? How can the Holy Spirit change our hearts and minds? How can he not remember our sins and
lawlessness any longer? How can he just take them all away?

Jesus sat with his disciples in the upper room 2000 years ago. They celebrated the Passover. They remembered the
lamb’s blood smeared on the doorposts. They reminisced about the angel of the Lord that passed over the people all
because a death had already occurred in the family.

And then Jesus did something that had never been done before. As he celebrated the Passover meal with his
disciples, “he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, he took the cup after the supper, saying, ‘This

cup is the new testament in my blood, which is being poured out for you™ (Luke 22:19-20).

This was a new testament. A new covenant. A new promise. A new will. Jesus was in the last hours before his death.
He doesn’t speak in riddles. He speaks so clearly. In a way that | cannot fully understand, Jesus was giving his
disciples a new covenant. Not a contract. He was giving them a one-sided promise that finds it fulfillment in what he
was about to do on Good Friday.



The Lamb would be sacrificed. Not in a house. Not with blood smeared over the doorposts. But on a cross. With blood
that covers over the multitude of our sins. For that was the blood of the Son of God poured out on the cross. Precious
blood. Powerful blood. A death has occurred, and the angel passes over you and me.

And just so everybody understands what is happening, think about what happened in the temple on that Good Friday.
If you remember the way God set up his place of worship, the building, the tabernacle or the temple, essentially has
two rooms. One was the Holy Place; the other was the Most Holy Place. And a huge curtain separated the two rooms.
Only the priests could enter into the Holy Place. And only the High Priest could enter into the Most Holy Place on one
day of the year: the Day of Atonement. No one dared to walk past that curtain to enter into that Most Holy Place except
on the Day of Atonement and only by the high priest on that one day of the year. Only after he had washed his clothes
and his body, only after he had sacrificed first for his own sins and then for the sins of the people, could that high priest
enter into the Most Holy Place.

But when Jesus died, that curtain was torn in two. The barrier was removed. Separation from God was taken away.

Look at how the writer to the Hebrews says it: “Brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the
blood of Jesus. It is a new and living way he opened for us through the curtain, that is, his flesh. We also have a great
priest over the house of God. So let us approach with a sincere heart, in the full confidence of faith, because our hearts
have been sprinkled to take away a bad conscience, and our bodies have been washed with pure water. Let us hold
on firmly to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful.”

Do you see it? We have full access into God’s presence. You have been washed in the waters of your baptism. You
have been sprinkled with the blood of Jesus. Jesus is your access into the Most Holy Place. Jesus is your confidence
to approach God himself. Just ponder what this means for you.

Are you weighed down with guilt? Believe the words of the minister who simply speaks Jesus’ words, “The body of
Christ given for you. The blood of Christ poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins.” Yes! The blood of Jesus
purifies us from all unrighteousness.

Are your relationships strained? God invites you to go into the Most Holy Place and simply have a conversation with
God. Go to him in prayer. He promises to listen and answer.

Do you have doubts about whether you should follow Jesus or just blend in with the world? Walk into the Most Holy
Place and see Jesus who gave you his entire life just so that you could be with him forever in the Promised Land of
heaven.

And if you ever feel alone, if you ever wonder if following Jesus is worth it, well, just gather here with your fellow
believers. Your brothers and sisters in this family of believers will encourage you and build you up. “Let us also
consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good works. Let us not neglect meeting together, as some
have the habit of doing. Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Her name was Pam. | noticed that something was bothering her. She was always faithful in worship and faithful in
coming to the Lord’s Supper. But then she stopped. Oh, she would gather with the believers every so often. But when
the Lord’s Supper was offered, she didn’t approach the altar.

Finally, one day she was at church cleaning our fellowship hall. | was talking with her and felt compelled to ask. “Pam, |
noticed that you haven’t taken the Lord’s Supper in quite some time. Is everything okay?”

The tears started flowing and so did her words. She did something in her life and didn’t feel as though she could come
to the Lord’s Supper. She felt so unworthy that she didn’t think God could forgive her.

| put my hand on her shoulder, looked her in the eyes and said, “Pam, that’'s exactly why Jesus came. He came for
you. He came to take those sins upon himself. He came to offer his life in your place. His death guarantees a new
covenant for you. Your sins are forgiven. There isn’'t anything too big or too small that Jesus hasn’t forgiven. You need
the Lord’s Supper because Jesus gives you that forgiveness.”

The very next day Pam was in worship. And she walked up with her family to the communion table. With a tear in her
eye and a smile on her lips, she received Jesus’ promise of the new covenant, the new testament. It wasn’t dependent
on how well she kept a contract. No. Jesus replaced that with his one-sided covenant, his will. “This is my body. This is
my blood. Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins.”

No more curtain. No more separation. We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the blood of Jesus.
Amen.



