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Welcome! 
We are honored that you are with us today. May the Word of God that you hear 
strengthen your faith and increase your desire to serve the Lord! If you are a 
guest today, we are thankful you have joined us. We hope that you will join us 
again soon. 

For your convenience 
For your convenience, please take note of the following: 

• Restrooms are to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• Nursery. There is a room where children may be quieted to the left down the 
hall across from the bathrooms as you exit the sanctuary. 

• Children’s worship notes are available. Ask an usher. 

• Hearing assistance. A hearing loop is available in the  
worship area for hearing aids equipped with a T-coil. 

If there is any other way in which we can assist you, let us know. 

The service is streamed live online at elctempe.org/worship. 

For the latest information about services schedules, please visit elctempe.org. 

 

Good Friday — April 3, 2026 

Look up: To see the source of your salvation 

Debt requires payment. Sin requires atonement. Transgression requires 
retribution. Otherwise, there is no salvation. 

So Jesus comes as both priest and victim. He himself offers the perfect sacrifice, 
as he lays down his life for the sin of the world. He himself is the innocent victim, 
the holy Lamb, without spot or blemish. 

He is priest. He is victim. Jesus' perfect sacrifice washes away sin forever. His 
blood removes all guilt. His death puts death to death. 

The price is paid, salvation is complete. Look up, and behold the Lamb for 
sinners slain! 

The Service of the Cross (1:00 p.m.) begins on the following page. 

The Service of Darkness (7:00 p.m.) begins on page 11. 

  

Connection card 
During the offering 

we ask that you 
complete an online 
connection card. 

https://www.elctempe.org/worship
https://www.elctempe.org/
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Service of the Cross 
 
Please gather in silence for pre-service meditation. In recognition of the solemn nature 
of Good Friday, there will be no music prior to the service. 

Hymn 430 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

Please stand. 

Confession of Sins 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
We have sinned against you 

in our thoughts, 
 in our words, 
  in our deeds, 
   and in all that we have not done. 

Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace. 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
and in him we are forgiven. 
 

Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun 
when we shall serve him in newness of life. 
Amen. 
 

Silence for meditation. 
 

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, 
and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 

During our services, 
the congregation 
speaks the responses 
in bold. 
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The Suffering Servant Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13 Look, my servant will succeed.  
He will rise. He will be lifted up. He will be highly exalted. 
14 Just as many were appalled at him— 
his appearance was so disfigured that he did not look like a man, 
and his form was disfigured more than any other person— 
15 so he will sprinkle many nations, 
and kings will shut their mouths because of him, 
because they will see something they had never been told before, 
and they will understand something they had never heard before. 

1 Who has believed our report, 
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot 
and like a root from dry ground. 
He had no attractiveness and no majesty. 
When we saw him, nothing about his appearance made us desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
a man who knew grief, 
who was well acquainted with suffering. 
Like someone whom people cannot bear to look at, 
he was despised, 
and we thought nothing of him. 

4 Surely he was taking up our weaknesses,  
and he was carrying our sufferings. 
We thought it was because of God 
    that he was stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
5 but it was because of our rebellion that he was pierced. 
He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. 
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all have gone astray like sheep. 
Each of us has turned to his own way, 
but the LORD has charged all our guilt to him. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth. 
Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that is silent in front of its shearers, 
he did not open his mouth. 
8 He was taken away without a fair trial and without justice, 
and of his generation, who even cared?  
So, he was cut off from the land of the living. 

As our substitute, 
Christ endured the 

punishment that our 
guilt deserved. Through 

his sacrifice, we now 
have peace with God. 
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He was struck because of the rebellion of my people. 
9 They would have assigned him a grave with the wicked, 
but he was given a grave with the rich in his death, 
because he had done no violence, 
and no deceit was in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him 
and to allow him to suffer. 
Because you made his life a guilt offering, he will see offspring. 

He will prolong his days, 
and the LORD’s gracious plan will succeed in his hand. 
11 After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life.  
He will provide satisfaction.  
Through their knowledge of him, my just servant will justify the many, 
for he himself carried their guilt.  
12 Therefore I will give him an allotment among the great,  
and with the strong he will share plunder, 
because he poured out his life to death, 
and he let himself be counted with rebellious sinners. 
He himself carried the sin of many, 
and he intercedes for the rebels. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Please stand. 

Gospel John 19:17-30 
17Carrying his own cross, he went out to what is called the Place of a Skull, which 
in Aramaic is called Golgotha.18There they crucified him with two others, one on 
each side, and Jesus in the middle. 

19Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read,  
“JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

20Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 

21So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
four parts, one part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.24So they said to one another, 
“Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” This was so that the 

The crucifixion and 
death of Jesus. 
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Scripture might be fulfilled which says: 

They divided my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 

So the soldiers did these things. 

25Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene were standing near the cross. 

26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!”27Then he said to the disciple, 
“Here is your mother!” And from that time this disciple took her into his own 
home. 

28After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the 
Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

29A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge soaked in sour 
wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 

30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” Then, bowing 
his head, he gave up his spirit. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated. 

Hymn of the Day 423 The Power of the Cross 

Meditation Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest, who has gone through the 
heavens, namely, Jesus the Son of God, let us continue to hold on to our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet 
was without sin. 16 So let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

7 In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with loud cries and tears to 
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence. 8 Although he was the Son, he learned obedience from the things he 
suffered. 9 After he was brought to his goal, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for everyone who obeys him. 

Jesus is your high priest 

 

  

We pray with 
confidence since Jesus 
is the source of eternal 

salvation. 
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Offering 

Musical Offering  

Personal Preparation for Holy Communion 
As you prepare to receive the Sacrament today, you may use the Christian Questions 
on page 295 in your blue hymnal or Personal Preparation on page 27 of this service 
folder. 

Please stand. 

Prayer of the Church for Good Friday 
Lord God, in somber contemplation we gaze upon your beloved Son, your only-
begotten Son from eternity, pinned to the tree of the cross. How grievous are our 
sins, that propitiation must be made through the shedding of blood and through 
bitter death. How great is the price of sin that must be paid for our redemption! 
How great is the love that held our Savior to the cross! 

Hold before our eyes the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
Have mercy on us! 

Your justice and your love meet on the cross. You did not spare your own Son 
but gave him up as a ransom for us all. Comfort us with your great love, as we 
take refuge in Jesus’ wounds. 

We behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us! 

Lord Jesus, at this hour you hung on the cross for our salvation. We plead for 
forgiveness in your suffering and death as atonement for our salvation. 

Thank you, Lamb of God, for taking away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us! 

Son of God, with outstretched arms you revealed your love to us, love that knew 
no bounds, love that endured the depths of agony for our salvation. 

By your wounds we are healed. 

Be with us in the hour of our death, that we may confidently commend our spirit 
into your ever-loving hands of mercy. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us your peace. Amen.  

  

Give online 

If you prefer 
online giving, you 
may scan this code. 

Connection card 
During the offering 

we ask that you 
complete an online 
connection card. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body  which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood  of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated. 

Distribution 
For our distribution today, you may approach the altar using the side aisles. The two 

sides will meet at the bottom step in the middle. For those who prefer a low-gluten 

wafer, please indicate such to the pastor when he distributes the host. The low-gluten 

wafers are in a soufflé cup on the paten. The grape-colored cups in each tray are 

alcohol-removed wine. We will dismiss down the center aisle. 

Distribution Hymns 396 Christ, the Life of All the Living 

  429 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

After the distribution, please stand. 
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Thanksgiving 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
For his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup 
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated for the closing hymn. 

Closing Hymn 427 O Darkest Woe 
              

After the completion of the hymn, the congregation leaves the church in silence. There 
will be no formal dismissal by the ushers. You may remain for silent prayer and 
meditation if you desire. 

This evening we will hold a Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) at 7:00 p.m. 

We gather again on Sunday morning to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ our Lord. 
You may wish to worship in two of the different services offered on Easter Sunday (for 
example, 6:30 a.m. song service and 8:00 a.m. festival): 

• The Sunday song services at 6:30 and 9:15 a.m. are identical to each other.  

• The Sunday festival services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. are identical to each other. 
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Service of Darkness 
 
Please gather in silence for pre-service meditation.  
 

Pre-Service Music Were You There 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

The minister enters in silence. 

Please stand. 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to 
suffer death on the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who 
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Silence for meditation. 
 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 
I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which 
I have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment both now and 
forever. But I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 
Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 

During our services, 
the congregation 
speaks the responses 
in bold. 
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Hymn 947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

Meditation Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest, who has gone through the 
heavens, namely, Jesus the Son of God, let us continue to hold on to our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet 
was without sin. 16 So let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

7 In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with loud cries and tears to 
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence. 8 Although he was the Son, he learned obedience from the things he 
suffered. 9 After he was brought to his goal, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for everyone who obeys him. 

Jesus is your high priest 

Offering 

The Seven Words from the Cross 
First Word Luke 23:32–34 
32Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be executed. 

  33When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified him there 
with the criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 

  34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” 

 They cast lots to divide his garments among them. 

Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; 
They pierce my hands and my feet. 
  

They divide my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing.  
 

He bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Gracious Savior, you did not strike back with revenge against your enemies, as 
they ridiculed and crucified you, but you prayed for their forgiveness. In your  

 

Connection card 
During the offering 

we ask that you 
complete an online 
connection card. 

Give online 

If you prefer 
online giving, you 
may scan this code. 

compassion, pardon our secret sins and the sins we do not discern, and 
enlighten us to know and do your will. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 436 The Seven Words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The first candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

Second Word Luke 23:35–43 
35The people stood watching. The rulers were ridiculing him, saying, “He saved 
others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, the Chosen One!” 

  36The soldiers also made fun of him. Coming up to him, they offered him 
sour wine, 37saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

  38There was also an inscription written above him: “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 

  39One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren't 
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 

  40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don't you fear God, since you are 
under the same condemnation? 41We are punished justly, for we are receiving 
what we deserve for what we have done, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 
kingdom.” 

  43Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
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All who see me mock me; 
They hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
 
“He trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the Lord rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
 
Remember me, Lord, when you show favor to your people. 
Come to my aid when you save them. 
 
Mighty Redeemer, remember us as we walk through the darkest valleys of life 
and realize that our time on earth is ending. Stay close to us when we feel the 
pain and loneliness of dying and take away our fears with your certain promise 
of paradise.  
Amen. 

Hymn 436 The Seven Words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The second candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 
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Third Word John 19:25–27 
25Jesus' mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene were standing near the cross. 

  26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 27Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from that time this disciple took her into 
his own home. 

This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
  

so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your own soul too. 
  

Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? 
Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven  
    is my brother and sister and mother. 
  

Precious Jesus, you consider us friends, and you care about the needs of our 
bodies and souls. Keep us in your care as we walk the road of life, and provide 
the blessings we need to gain safety, contentment, and joy in your service. 
Amen. 

Hymn 436 The Seven Words 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The third candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 
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Fourth Word Matthew 27:45, 46 
45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness over all the land. 

 46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 
  

My God, I cry out by day but you do not answer, 
by night, but I find no rest. 
  

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down at 
noon 
and darken the earth in broad daylight.” 
  

Lord Jesus, you endured the dreadful penalty of our sins, as your Father turned 
his face from you on the cross. Compel us to see in your sacrifice the damning 
nature of sin, and call us to acknowledge the amazing depth of your love. 
Overcome our shame, dear Savior, and give us grateful faith.  
Amen. 

Anthem  Let Me Never, Lord, Forsake Thee 
 

Let me never, Lord, forsake Thee, e’en though bitter pain and strife 
On my way shall overtake me; but may I through all my life 

Walk in fervent love to Thee; in all woes for comfort flee 
To thy birth, thy death, and Passion, till I see thy full salvation. 

The fourth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

Fifth Word John 19:28, 29 
28After this, when he knew that all things necessary for the Scripture to be 
fulfilled had now been accomplished, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine 
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of 
the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my 
mouth;  
you lay me in the dust of death. 
  

I am worn out calling for help; 
my throat is parched.  
  

They put gall in my food 
and gave me vinegar for my thirst. 
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Dear Jesus, as our brother on earth you endured the agony of pain that afflicted 
your body when your sacrifice was complete. Knowing our experiences, shelter 
us with your care and compassion when our bodies and hearts are hurting. 
Provide us with strength, that we may confess you with confidence and 
power.   
Amen. 

Response Psalm 22 
The congregation sings the psalm verses in bold. 
 

 

 
 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from saving me? 
I am a worm and not a man, 
scorned by men and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock me; 
they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks  
to the roof of my mouth; 
you lay me in the dust of death. 

A band of evil men has encircled me, 
they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

They divide my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 

But you, O LORD, be not far off; 
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

The fifth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 
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Sixth Word John 19:30 
30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” Then, bowing 
his head, he gave up his spirit. 

On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
to cleanse them from sin and impurity.  
 

Because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit.  
 

I will remove the sin of this land in a single day. 
I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more. 
  

Gracious Redeemer, you paid the full price for our redemption and have 
released us forever from the hold of Satan, the power of sin, and the fear of 
death. Protect us from the devil’s claim that we need to do more, and shield us 
from the accusation of our consciences that we have not done enough. Lead us 
to place our entire confidence in you and to live our lives secure in your grace. 
Amen. 

Hymn 407 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

The sixth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation. 

Seventh Word Luke 23:44–46 
 44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until 
the ninth hour, 45while the sun was darkened. Then the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. 46Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit!” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
deliver me, Lord, my faithful God.  
  

He has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; 
he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 
 

He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 
He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
  

Loving Savior, at the moment of your death you gave yourself into the loving 
hands of your Father. As we close our eyes in death, lead us to commit our 
bodies and souls to him who has summoned us by name and made us his own 
because of you and your love. Then, we pray, let us depart in peace. 
Amen. 

The seventh candle is removed and the sanctuary becomes completely dark. 
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Jesus’ Burial John 19:31–42 
31Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a particularly important 
day). They asked Pilate to have the men's legs broken and the bodies taken 
away. 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who was 
crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other man. 
  33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear. 
Immediately blood and water came out. 35The one who saw it has testified, and 
his testimony is true. He knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may 
believe. 36Indeed, these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, 
“Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37Again another Scripture says, “They 
will look at the one they pierced.” 
  38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him remove Jesus' body. When Pilate 
gave him permission, he came and took Jesus' body away. 39Nicodemus, who 
earlier had come to Jesus at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about seventy-two pounds. 
  40They took Jesus' body and bound it with linen strips along with the 
spices, in accord with Jewish burial customs. 
  41There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And in the 
garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42So they laid Jesus 
there, because it was the Jewish Preparation Day, and the tomb was near. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Silence for meditation. 

 
A loud sound may now be heard in the sanctuary. Known as the Strepitus, this sound 
represents the rending of Jesus' tomb.  
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Anthem Lord, Be My Consolation 

 st. 7 of O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 
The choir sings the closing hymn stanza. During the hymn stanza the seventh candle is 
returned to its place in anticipation of our Lord’s resurrection. 

Lord, be my consolation, my shield when I must die; 
remind me of your passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
My eyes will then behold you, upon your cross will dwell; 
my heart will then enfold you—who dies in faith dies well! 

 
After the completion of the hymn, the congregation leaves the church in silence. 

There will be no formal dismissal by the ushers. You may remain for silent prayer and 
meditation if you desire. 

 
We gather again on Sunday morning to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ our Lord: 
The 6:30 and 9:15 a.m. song services are identical to each other. 
Our festival services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. are identical to each other. 

 

Serving at Worship 
Minister Pastor Gary Pufahl 
Organ Kurt Rosenbaum 
Instrumentalist Tim Kriewall, violin 
Video streamers Chris Wempner (1:00 p.m.), Cathy Wightman (7:00 p.m.) 
Video captions and slides Chris Wempner, Colton Sallquist 
Sound Jacob Sallquist (1:00 p.m.), Wes Wightman (7:00 p.m.) 
Acolyte CJ Sulit (7:00 p.m.) 
Vocal quartet (7:00 p.m.) Dan Gruman, Sarah Kern,
 Emma Pufahl, Jay Wiechmann 

Acknowledgments 
A Service of the Seven Words from the Cross from Christian Worship 
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
Agnus Dei“947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 
1485–after 1546, Text and tune: Public domain. 
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In our prayers  
• Ka’zia – Thanksgiving that her heart transplant is going well after one 

year. 

• Ken Dins – Recovering from illness. 

• Chris Heise – Battling cancer. 

• Kaylee – Healing from her surgery. 

• Louise Sallquist – Recovering at home. 

• Yolie Schoening – In hospice care. 

• Wayne Score – Recovering at home. 

• Much-needed rain for the state of Arizona. 

  
Ushers 
1:00 p.m. Matt Corrigan, Sean Lieske, Myles Lieske, Lance Marten 
7:00 p.m. Roger Odle, Jim Olson, Josh Winterstein 
 

Communion 
Thank you to Elaine Sievert and Robin Marten for helping set up Communion 
for this weekend. 
 

This week at Emmanuel 

Friday 
 Good Friday Church office closed 
 ELS – Easter break No school 
 Good Friday worship service (Service of the Cross) 1:00 p.m. 
  with Holy Communion 
 Good Friday Tenebrae service (Service of Darkness) 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 5 
 Easter Sunday 
 Song services 6:30 and 9:15 a.m. 
 Easter breakfast in the MEC 7:30-9:15 a.m. 
 Festival services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 In-person Bible study, Sunday school, teen study No classes this week 
 Public School Catechism No class this week 

Looking ahead 
April 6 ELS – Easter break No school 
April 7 ELS Classes resume 
 Stewardship meeting 8:00 p.m. 
April 8 Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m. 
  Drive through the Gospels 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 

 Adult choir in the MEC 6:30 p.m. 
  

Emmanuel usher 
sign-up. 
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April 9 Thursday Bible study at Denny’s  6:00 a.m. 
  21st Century Lessons from the Life of Jacob 
  Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at  
  Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe) 
 God’s Ways Bible study in the MEC 6:00 p.m. 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 
 Bible Basics No class this week 
April 10 Chapel 8:30 a.m. 
 ELS early release 1:50 p.m. 
April 12 Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 Bible study, Sunday school, teen study 9:15 a.m. 
 Public School Catechism 12:00-1:30 p.m. 
April 15 Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m. 
  Drive through the Gospels 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 

 Adult choir in the MEC 6:30 p.m. 
April 16 Thursday Bible study at Denny’s  6:00 a.m. 
  21st Century Lessons from the Life of Jacob 
  Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at  
  Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe) 
 God’s Ways Bible study in the MEC 6:00 p.m. 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 
 Bible Basics in the MEC 6:30 p.m. 
  Led by Pastor Jon Buchholz 
April 17 Chapel 8:30 a.m. 
 ELS early release 1:50 p.m. 
April 19 Worship services 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 Church open forum 9:15 a.m. 
 Bible study No class 
 Sunday school, teen study 9:15 a.m. 
 Public School Catechism 12:00-1:30 p.m. 
April 21 Church council meeting 6:00 p.m. 
April 22 Wednesday Bible study 8:30 a.m. 
  Drive through the Gospels 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 

 Adult choir in the MEC 6:30 p.m. 
April 23 Thursday Bible study at Denny’s  6:00 a.m. 
  21st Century Lessons from the Life of Jacob 
  Led by Pastor Dan Pautz at  
  Denny’s (Broadway and Priest in Tempe) 
 God’s Ways Bible study in the MEC 6:00 p.m. 
  Led by Pastor Gary Pufahl 
 Bible Basics in the MEC 6:30 p.m. 
  Led by Pastor Jon Buchholz 
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Notes and News 
Connection cards 
The connection cards have a valuable purpose in helping us serve you better. We 
ask all our worshipers to help us serve you by scanning the QR code, by going to 
elctempe.org/connect, or by filling out one of the cards in the pews. Thank you! 

Mr. Kevin Bode receives a divine call  
On March 25, St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School in Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin, 
called Mr. Kevin Bode to teach grades 5-6 and to serve musically in the church 
and school. He currently serves as our part-time 5th-grade teacher and director 
of music. As he considers the ministries here and there, please pray that he 
deliberates these calls with great spiritual wisdom and that God be glorified 
throughout the process. 

Call for a new pastor 
On Tuesday, March 3, Emmanuel called Pastor David J. Meyer to serve as pastor 
overseeing our youth and family ministries. Pastor Meyer and his wife, Anna, 
live in South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he serves as pastor of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Please pray for Pastor Meyer and his 
family, as he deliberates this call and determines where he can best serve. 

Join us for Holy Week 
Join us as we travel with Jesus from the upper room to the garden of Gethsemane 
to the cross then to the empty tomb. We will be celebrating with the following 
services: 

• Good Friday—April 3 
Service of the Cross with Holy Communion 1:00 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) 7:00 p.m. 

• Easter Sunday—April 5 
Easter Sunrise (song) services: 6:30 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. 
Easter breakfast: 7:30 to 9:15 a.m. 
Easter Festival services: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Easter breakfast 
Join us for Easter breakfast, which will be served from 7:30 to 9:15 a.m. 
on Easter Sunday, April 5. Menu will be egg casseroles, baked goods, colored 
eggs, deviled eggs, and fruit. Sign-up sheets for food donations and helping are 
in the MEC (Ministry and Education Center), at this link or the provided QR 
code. Recipes and pans are provided for the egg casseroles in the MEC. Food 
drop-off times are Saturday, April 4, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. or Sunday, April 5, 5:00 to 
6:00 a.m. If you have any questions, please contact Tina Richey or Wendy 
Binger.  

Easter breakfast 
food and volunteer 

sign-up 

Connection card 
During the offering 

we ask that you 
complete an online 
connection card. 

http://elctempe.org/connect
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4FADA82DAA8-63147278-easter
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Thank you! 
Thank you to all who purchased Easter lilies and kalanchoes. The flowers will 
help beautify the church and Ministry and Education Center (MEC) for Easter. 
Easter lilies will be placed in the front of church for Easter morning, 
and kalanchoes will be Easter breakfast table centerpieces in the MEC. If you still 
need to pay for the flowers, please give your payment to either Karen Henriksen, 
Wendy Binger, or the church office in an envelope marked “WOW Easter 
Flowers.” All flowers will be available to take home after the last Easter service 
on Sunday, April 5. 

Cheering section at Pat's Run | April 11 
We are putting together a group to cheer on the people walking or running in 
Pat's Run on April 11. We are asking those who join our cheering section to wear 
an Emmanuel t-shirt and or hat. Those interested in carpooling can meet in the 
Ministry and Education Center (MEC) at 6:15 a.m. the morning of the run 
(Saturday, April 11). Our goal is to walk around the area finding a spot to cheer 
on the participants (especially our fellow members) in the event. Please bring a 
water bottle, wear sunblock, typical drill in our climate.   

Peter Pan props please 
A dog and crocodile costumes are needed for our upper grade performance of 
Peter Pan. If your closets are full of canine and croc outfits, can you share with 
us? If so, please bring to the church or school office by April 12. Thank you! 

Save the date for our next Joy Fellowship event | April 24 
Enjoy good music? Like a good slice of pizza? Have a fascination for organs? Join 
our Joy Fellowship group on Friday, April 24, as we enjoy music, pizza, and 
fellowship at Organ Stop Pizza. Our Joy Fellowship group is for those 55 years 
and older. More details to come. 

Survey on Emmanuel's ministry 
As our Personal Member Ministry is taking form, Benjamin Ruppel (Emmanuel’s 
Personal Member Ministry Coordinator) is gathering information on members' 
perspectives of our overall ministry atmosphere. Please click on this assessment 
link or scan the provided QR Code. Printed assessments are available upon 
request. Please take a few minutes and read each question and prayerfully 
answer all the questions you are comfortable with. This will be kept confidential. 
This assessment will be available until April 30. Any questions please feel free to 
contact Benjamin Ruppel at the church office or email bruppel@elctempe.org. 

  

Member ministry 
assessment 

https://forms.gle/XpoBgJWgjzM3aUqJ6
https://forms.gle/XpoBgJWgjzM3aUqJ6
mailto:bruppel@elctempe.org
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Summer art camps 
Join Mrs. Amber Bode this summer for a week of artistic fun. This summer Mrs. 
Bode is offering two art camps; see below for details. Email Mrs. Bode at 
amber.lee.bode@gmail.com to register by May 15. These camps aren't for 
the paint of heart!  

Art Camp Week 1  
Current 1st-4th graders  
When: June 9-12 (No Monday due to district convention) 
Time: 9:00-12:00pm 
Location: Emmanuel art classroom  
Fee: $100 (ESA accepted)  

Art Camp Week 2  
Current 5-8th graders  
When: June 15-19 
Time: 9:00-12:00pm 
Location: Emmanuel art classroom  
Fee: $115 (ESA accepted)  

Save the date for our annual church campout at Woods Canyon Lake 
You think this weekend is hot? It’s not even summer yet! Plan your summer 
escape by attending our annual church campout this June on the cool Mogollon 
Rim. The 2026 Emmanuel campout is scheduled for June 26-28. If you have a 
tent, camper, trailer, or RV (max 30-ft), this is a great time for fun and fellowship. 
Join us at Woods Canyon Lake campground, about 30 miles east of Payson. The 
cost is $55 per family or $30 for a single person. Enjoy hiking, group activities for 
adults and kids, s’mores around the bonfire, and Sunday morning worship. 

John and Alysha Bergsma will once again be our camp hosts, and they are 
excited to get out of the heat and enjoy the beauty of nature. If you have any 
questions, please contact Alysha Bergsma at (480) 789-0726. Registration deadline 
is Wednesday, June 3; use the provided QR codes to register (or click here) and 
make your payment (via online giving – Church Campout Fee). More details will 
follow for those who sign up to attend. 

  

Church campout - 
registration 

Church campout - 
Fee payment (via 

online giving) 

mailto:amber.lee.bode@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4FADA82DAA8-63029642-church
https://elctempe.churchcenter.com/giving/to/church-campout-fee
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Travel with WELS groups 
Interested in traveling with members of your faith family? The OWLS (WELS 
Seniors) is partnering with Father's World Tours to offer several group tours that 
incorporate daily devotion and connections with local WELS (Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod) ministries. They have three trips ready to register, 
and they’d love to have you along. 

• Horsin’ Around in Kentucky - April 17-26 from New Ulm or April 18-
25 from Milwaukee 

• Adventures in Alaska - July 20-August 4 

Trips are open to WELS members of all ages. Visit www.fathersworldtours.com 
or contact Steve Balza (steve@fathersworldtours.com or 507-217-1731) to learn 
more. 

Trip to Israel in 2027 
Imagine walking through Jerusalem where Jesus walked, or taking a boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee where Jesus calmed the storm. From January 26 to February 4 
2027, Pastor Daniel Cole of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Springerville and 
Taylor, Arizona, will be hosting a tour of Israel through Imagine Tours and 
Travel. This trip includes airfare, deluxe motor coaches, guided sightseeing, all 
entrance fees, and breakfast and dinner daily. If you have any questions or 
would like more information, there are brochures in the back of church (or scan 
the QR code), or please contact Pastor Cole at (920) 588-0309 (call or 
text), revdan.cole@gmail.com or visit immanuelaz.com. 

  

Pastor Cole 
2027 Israel trip 

brochure 

https://fathersworldtours.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2681d8c5b13eee3b0a1dfa460&id=5bc13602ed&e=d02d168724
https://fathersworldtours.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2681d8c5b13eee3b0a1dfa460&id=d5f4bbe9da&e=d02d168724
https://fathersworldtours.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2681d8c5b13eee3b0a1dfa460&id=faaf2d0c6f&e=d02d168724
https://fathersworldtours.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2681d8c5b13eee3b0a1dfa460&id=b05d7f44e4&e=d02d168724
https://fathersworldtours.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2681d8c5b13eee3b0a1dfa460&id=937c00e66a&e=d02d168724
mailto:steve@fathersworldtours.com
mailto:revdan.cole@gmail.com
http://immanuelaz.com/
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Personal preparation for Holy Communion 
The following questions for self-examination (adapted from various sources) may be helpful as you 
prepare to receive the Sacrament. 

As we prepare to partake of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is appropriate 
that we diligently examine ourselves, as St Paul exhorts us. For this Sacrament has been 
instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly confess their 
sins and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

But if we thus examine ourselves, we find nothing in ourselves but sin and death, from 
which we can in no way set ourselves free. Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy 
upon us and has taken upon himself our nature, so that he might fulfill the whole will and 
law of God and for us and for our deliverance suffer death and all that we by our sins 
have deserved. In order that we should more confidently believe this and be strengthened 
in faith and cheerful obedience to his holy will, he has instituted the holy Sacrament of his 
Supper, in which he feeds us with his body and gives us to drink of his blood. 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup firmly believing the words of 
Christ, lives in Christ and Christ in him, and has eternal life. 

We should also do this in remembrance of him, proclaiming his death—that he was 
delivered over for our sins and raised to life for our justification. Then with thankful 
hearts we commit ourselves again to take up our cross and follow him, keep his 
commandments, and love one another as he has loved us. 

As you examine yourself, consider these questions before God, who searches the heart: 

Q: Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved his wrath and 
punishment?  
A: Truly you should confess, for Holy Scripture declares, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Q: Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and action?  
A: Truly you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who prayed for a contrite 
heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the woman caught in adultery; the prodigal son; and others. 

Q: Do you sincerely believe that God, by his grace, for Jesus’ sake, forgives you all your 
sins?  
A: Truly you should believe, for Holy Scripture declares, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

Q: Do you promise that with the help of the Holy Spirit you will from this time forward 
amend your sinful life?  
A: Truly you should so promise, for Holy Scripture declares, “No one who lives in him keeps on 
sinning,” and Jesus himself declares, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 

Personal prayer: 
Lord Jesus, as a penitent sinner filled with joy and gratitude, I now come to your table to 
receive the precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to 
remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and 
in acts of love and kindness to others. Amen.  

A person should 
examine himself 
before eating of the 
bread and drinking 
from the cup. For 
anyone who eats and 
drinks without 
recognizing the body 
of the Lord eats and 
drinks judgment on 
himself. But if we 
judged ourselves, we 
would not come 
under judgment  
(1 Corinthians 
11:28,29,31). 



28 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

About Us 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church shares the love of Jesus and the truth of his saving 

Word with the people in our church, our community and the world.  

The objectives of our mission are: 

• To preach, by proclaiming the Word of God, as we worship and praise God in a 
loving Christian atmosphere; 

• To teach, by fostering an ongoing increase in knowledge and maturity in God’s 
Word; 

• To reach, by sharing the Gospel of God’s Word with all people, and to do so; 
• By each member actively participating in our ministry. 

Pastor Gary A. Pufahl Principal Craig Kiecker  
gpufahl@elctempe.org  ckiecker@elstempe.org 
(262) 744-1619 (cell) (623) 313-5614 

Pastor Jon D. Buchholz Music Director Kevin Bode 
jonbuchholz@msn.com  kbode@elstempe.org 
(602) 377-1915 (480) 694-3532 

Pastor Daniel D. Pautz Financial Operations Mgr. Darcy Meyer 
danpautz7@gmail.com  treasurer@elctempe.org 
(480) 766-2994 (480) 344-3783 

Church Secretary Alysha Bergsma School Secretary Erin Hahnke 
church@elctempe.org                school@elstempe.org 

(480) 967-3983 (480) 967-3991 

Member Ministry Coordinator Benjamin Ruppel  
bruppel@elctempe.org 

(480) 967-3983  

Emmanuel Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the 
Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

715 West Southern Avenue 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(480) 967-3983 church • (480) 967-3991 school  
church@elctempe.org 

www.elctempe.org 
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