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Dress up in the clothing from God 
 
—Colossians 3:12-17 
 
The gift of clothing is a common gift at Christmas. Stores in the mall along with 
online ordering of clothing likely have their greatest amount of merchandise being 
sold at Christmas time. Hardly a Christmas goes by that I don’t receive or give gifts 
of clothing. Clothing can be very personal – you want to make sure you are giving 
the right style of clothing or the right size of clothing. You do not want to give a 
clothing gift to your wife that is three sizes too small or three sizes too large.  The 
Bible often uses the picture of clothing to describe some wonderful truths.  Think 
of the beautiful pieces of clothing described by Isaiah, I delight greatly in the 
LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of 
salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns 
his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (Isaiah 
61:10)  We are to take off our filthy rags of sin and be clothed in the beautiful 
white robe of salvation from Jesus.  
 
One of my favorite hymns speaks about this special clothing. 

Jesus, your blood and righteousness  
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed,  
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

  
The picture of clothing is used by the Bible not only in how we are saved but also 
the kind of clothing we as God’s people are to wear in our day by day life. However, 
before you put on this clothing, remember who you are in God’s eyes. Three almost 
unbelievable things are mentioned in the first verse of our text. See if you can pick 
them out. Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
You are God’s chosen people. God chose you to be His own. Incredible, we might 
say. “Here I am, a lowly creature and a sinner. Yet God chose you to belong to Him. 
He calls you holy. “Me, holy?” Yes, indeed you are holy because Jesus has wiped 
away all your sins. And then you are described as dearly loved. Maybe there have 
been times when you felt that nobody loved you and cared for you. How wrong 
you were for you are loved by God Himself, dearly loved. And the reason you are 
dearly loved is that God chose to love you. A line from the Christmas hymn puts it 
this way, God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 
The clothing God wants us to wear is different from the kind you would buy at 
Dillards. The Apostle Peter wrote that your real beauty should not come from 
outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry 
and fine clothes.  Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. (1 
Peter 3:3-4) Peter was not telling us that we should look like slobs nor ought we to 
dress up and look nice nor was he outlawing jewelry. The Bible speaks about 



women of God who wore jewelry. But there is something more attractive than 
outward appearance and nice clothing. It is God’s clothing. 
 
There are six pieces of clothing mentioned. Most of them have to do with ones 
attitude toward others. Let’s put them on.  The first two pieces of clothing are a 
matching set – compassion and kindness. Compassion seems to be more the 
attitude and kindness the action.  James writes that the Lord is full of compassion 
and mercy. It is stated that Jesus in His ministry often in compassion reached out 
to others such as the Ten Lepers, the sick, the crowd of 5000 people who were 
hungry. It was compassion for us sinners that led Jesus to redeem us. Paul wrote, 
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us.” 
(Titus 3:4-5) We sing in the hymn, “Help of the helpless, O Lord, abide with me.” 
Compassion involves deep feeling of concern and affection especially for those 
who are suffering or in distress. Compassion is not thinking of self – it is not 
thinking of how others might serve you or what they might do in return for you. It 
is not even thinking what they in turn will think of you. It is the opposite of self-
pity. Think of all the people in your life or whom you casually meet in life – the 
sick, the handicapped, the poor, the troubled. May the Lord give you the heart of 
compassion and kindness.  You might have to strip off that rag of self-
centeredness, coldness, hard heartedness, and indifference. Throw that clothing 
away and wear that beautiful matching set of compassion and kindness.  
 
The next piece of clothing might be difficult to get on. “As God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with . . . humility” It means having the 
right attitude toward self. This is not the holier-than-thou attitude but realizing we 
are sinful. It is also recognizing that all that we are, forgiven and gifted and 
talented are gifts from our Lord in heaven. In a recent article a pastor applied the 
clothing of humility especially to marriage. When you start feeling that you’ve been 
cheated in life, that your spouse owes you, or that you could have done better, it’s 
time for the marriage garment of humility” Humility means realizing that you can 
be a chore to live with sometimes. Humility means that you thank and praise God 
for giving you a spouse with as many great qualities as she or he has.  Humility 
means thanking your spouse for putting up with you, realizing that your spouse’s 
irritations with you are probably three or four times greater than you think they 
are. Need some humility therapy? Consider Jesus Christ, King of the angels, who 
was born in a barn and executed on a vertical instrument of torture, all to make 
your life and your eternity better, all so that you could live happily ever after with 
him. 
 
The next piece of clothing that fits in well with compassion and kindness and 
humility is gentleness. Being gentle is not a sign of weakness; actually it is a sign of 
strength. Opposites of being gentle are being harsh, inconsiderate, and short with 
people. Think of Jesus who said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
(Matthew 11:28-29) And remember what Peter said about the real beauty of a 
woman, “It should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.” And men, God want 
you to be a gentleman. In this same chapter from our text are these words. 
“Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.” (Colossians 3:19) 



And here is a pearl from Proverbs, “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1)   
 
The fifth piece of clothing is patience. Are you a patient person? It is true that with 
some things we should not be patient such as the devil and evil and our own sinful 
nature and at times the ineptitude of others. But there are things and annoyances 
and irritating people in life that we just have to put up with. The King James word 
for patience says it all – longsuffering. Bear with each other are the words of Paul. 
Is there somebody in life with whom you are impatient, someone whom you let 
irritate you? Put on the clothing of patience and to the glory of God bear with that 
person. Be patient as God has been patient with you.  
 
Then comes the sixth piece of clothing which is forgiveness.  Forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.  You cannot travel through life without anyone ever sinning against you, 
doing bad things to you, saying bad things to you or about you. It has happened to 
you, it will continue to happen to you.  That’s just how it is. Is there anyone right 
now in your life whom you need to forgive? Don’t say “I will forgive when that 
person starts being nice to me.” Until then I will wear the clothing of grudges and 
hurts and bitterness and resentment. Forgive as the Lord forgives you. We pray, 
Forgive me my sins as I forgive those who sin against me. Go into the New Year 
with the attitude of forgiveness. If there is a real hurt and problem, let God take 
care of it. Don’t hang unto grudges and resentment – they will destroy you. 
 
Well, there you are – six pieces of clothing. But you need an overcoat just as right 
now the people of Dakotas and Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan, need an 
overcoat. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. Love goes beyond liking someone – it means placing 
that person’s wellbeing first, especially that person’s spiritual wellbeing.  Don’t go 
without an overcoat, God says, Love one another as I have loved you, 
 
Three pieces of jewelry are mentioned with which you are to adorn yourself. . Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you 
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.    Peace, the word of 
Christ, and thankfulness are the jewelry we are to wear.   
 
How many times do you change clothes in a day? If you were raised on a farm, you 
had your barn clothes, both men and women. But then if you had to go into town 
and buy something or stop by to see someone, you had a different set of clothing. 
And if a young man or woman went out on a date, there was different clothing.  
Yes, and there was the Sunday church clothes. Many changes. But God does not 
want you to change any of the clothing that He has laid out for you.  
 
Look in the mirror of God’s Word. How do you look? The only clothing God wants 
you to change and get rid of are the filthy clothing of selfishness, grudges, 



harshness, shortness, and other sinful attitudes. Dress in God’s clothing and you 
are well-dressed. Amen.  
 
 
 
 


