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Happenings 
September 

No schoolñLabor Day  
Monday, September 6 

Adult choir begins  

new season 
Wednesday, September 8 

Salted Saints  
Friday, September 10 

Campus Ministry  

welcoming party 
Friday, September 10 

Tuition Tax Credit  

workshops at ALA  
September 17, 19, 22 

Ladiesõ group 
Tuesday, September 21 

LWMS Fall Retreat  
September 24-26 

ALA Federation  

Delegate Assembly 
Sunday, September 26 

Sonõs Time 
The  

D o you ever feel defenseless 
against the challenges life 

brings? At times itôs very easy for us 
to get the impression that we are 
helpless as we strive to live as Chris-
tians in a world full of sin. 

Starting September 19, we will be 
starting a fall series entitled ñArmed 
and Dangerous.ò It is based on Paulôs 
description of the full armor of God 
found in Ephesians chapter six. For 
six weeks our services will focus on 
the fact that Christians really are 
ñArmed and Dangerousò against the 
forces of evil. We will rejoice in the 
victory that we have through the 
work of Christ and learn how God 
equips us to stand firm in our faith. 

This series also provides us with a 
great opportunity to invite people to 
church. You will be given invite cards 
in the service folder in the weeks 
leading up to September 19. Feel free 
to use these to invite a friend, family 
member, or coworker. 

Also, we are hoping to distribute 
invite cards to 4,000 homes around 
church. Individual neighborhood 
maps starting at 100 homes will be 
available along with enough cards for 
each neighborhood. If youôre inter-
ested in passing out these invite 

Armed and DangerousñAn Opportunity for 
Outreach  

cards,  you can 
sign up for a 
map and distrib-
ute them at 
your conven-
ience. 

Since we are 
hoping to wel-
come new peo-
ple to our 
church this fall, 
we will be doing 
a few things a little differently in order 
to make sure everyone knows that we 
are glad they are there. 

Here are some things youôll see: 

Signs welcoming people to cam-
pus and pointing them in the 
right direction. 

Greeters positioned at both 
entrances to the courtyard. 

Name tags used occasionally to 
help people get to know one 
another. 

Snacks and information in the 
courtyard to encourage people 
to come early and stay late to 
talk. 

Join us starting September 19, and 
while youôre at it, invite a friend! 

ðby Pastor Jonathan Bauer 
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 I f you had the option, would you 
rather treat the symptoms or treat 

the disease that is causing the symp-
toms? No-brainer. Treat the disease. 
While combating the symptoms may 
be a short-term priority, curing the 
cause of the ailments must be the long-
term goal. 

Now imagine a mom and dad who 
see their grown-up child doing some-
thing that not only tarnishes the repu-
tation of the family, but ð more seri-
ously ð is an unrepentant, unforgiven 
sin before God. Those parents can do 
all they can to show their child the way 
that is right and the way that is wrong. 
In some cases, their child may even be 
shamed or embarrassed into curbing 
their sinful behavior. But if their heart 
is not changed, the root problem is 
still there even though the symptom 
has been identified and treated. 

The common picture used in the 
Bible is a treeôs fruit. The tree will pro-
duce whatever kind of fruit is in keep-
ing with the type of tree. So you can 
yell at an apple tree. You can scream at 
it. You can tell it to be more like the 
lemon tree growing next to it. You may 
even graft a different type of fruit tree 
onto one of its branches. But nothing 
has changed. The apple tree will con-
tinue to be an apple tree, and it will 
continue to produce apples by nature. 
Any fruit from the grafted branch is 
only produced out of unintended com-
pulsion, not out of loving service to its 
owner. 

So it is with us. What is inside of 
our heart will inevitably make itself 
known in our words and actions. 
When selfishness and greed and hate 
flow out visibly for others to see, we 
can do various things to mask that ugly 
fruit, but it wonôt change what we are. 
We can unnaturally graft good things 
onto us, but our roots havenôt 
changed. This is also something to 
keep in mind when you deal with 
someone who is caught up in sin. You 
may be able to convince them or 
shame them into curbing their sinful 
behavior, but if you just treat the symp-

toms, what do you gain? 

The true and only remedy must be 
a complete changing of the heart, and 
that is a delicate operation that only 
God can perform. A Christian once 
remarked that if someone were to 
knock on the door of his heart and 
ask, ñWho lives here?ò he would have 
to respond: ñI used to live here, but I 
was moved out, and Jesus Christ has 
moved in.ò The life and suffering and 
death and resurrection were not 
empty acts exerted for some unknown 
face. He did all that for you so that 
your heart of sin would be removed 
and his heart of his righteousness put 
in its place. This delicate, powerful 
operation is performed by the gospel. 

Whether the one caught up in a 
sin is you or someone you love, re-
member that while there is a time and 
place to treat the symptoms, our pri-
mary goal is to care for the heart from 
which everything flows. As we stay 
connected to Godôs Word, he keeps 
your heart full of his unconditional 
love. As we daily remember our bap-
tisms and live lives of repentance, we 
daily submerge the old sinful heart 
that struggles to creep up on us. As we 
stay fed with Christôs true body and 
blood in Holy Communion, we are 
satisfied with the undeniable taste of 
forgiveness won by the Lamb of God. 
Let God keep your heart in good or-
der. Encourage your loved ones to be 
like trees planted next to the stream 
of Godôs gospel. When God fills up 
the heart with good things, it will 
overflow to his glory and praise. 

ñNo good tree bears bad fruit, nor 
does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each 
tree is recognized by its own fruit. Peo-
ple do not pick figs from thornbushes, 
or grapes from briers. The good man 
brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and the evil 
man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth 
speaks.ò (Luke 6:43-45) 

  ðPastor Matthew Ewart 
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Somethingõs fishy with the  

Salted Saints  
Mary Plehn (480) 491-8753 

Mark your calendar for Septem-
ber 10. Thatôs when the Salted 
Saints, a group of lucky seniors of Em-
manuel, who are 55+, get to enjoy the fellowship of 
each other, as well as see the sites of Arizona and the 
Valley. 

The group will go to the new aquarium at the Ari-
zona Mills Mall on Baseline Road & Priest in Tempe, 
meeting at 10:00 a.m., when the doors open. The cost 
is $15.50 per person. Lunch will be decided after the 
aquarium visit.  

Campus Ministry (PACM)  
Pastor Ewart (480) 967-3983 

Welcome back, college students! To celebrate the end 
of last year and the beginning of a new school year, 
there will be a welcoming party on Friday, September 
10 at 6:30 P.M. The party will be held in the fellow-
ship hall at Emmanuel. There will also be a little bit 
of time to gather ideas and to organize as an officially 
registered group at ASU. Watch for more information 
about weekly Bible studies & fellowship opportunities 
at or near ASU. 

Girl Pioneers will try to stay grounded 
Carrie Mathews (480) 529-4940 

The Girl Pioneers will meet on Saturday, September 
11, at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall for 
a brief meeting. The group will then head 
to Skateland USA in Mesa for a morning 
of skating, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The cost for Girl Pioneer members is $2. 
Additional family members can skate at 

the regular price. 

 

 

 

 
 

The church office will be closed on 

Monday, September 6, in obser-

vance of Labor Day. There will also 

be no school that day. 

 

 

 

 

 

The teen youth group is now running at full strength. 
The entire year is going to be sprinkled with various 
activities that focus on fun and service. The highlight 
of each week is the teen Bible class on Sunday morn-
ings with Pastor Ewart. Teens, give it a try! Parents, 
encourage your teenage children to get involved. Par-
ticipation in the youth group is a great way for teens 
to grow spiritually and also to make a real difference 
in their church and community. 

Starting on September 15, the Sunday Teen Bible 
study will focus on COURAGE. It takes a lot of cour-
age to be a Christian teen in todayôs world. Courage 
means that sometimes you have to stand alone, some-
times you have to stand firm, sometimes you have to 
stand out, and sometimes you have to stand tall. 

New format, new curriculum, new 

teachers, and a new year 

for Sunday School  
Craig Kiecker, superintendent (480) 967-3991 

The Sunday School program, under the direction of 
Mr. Craig Kiecker, has begun a new year with some 
exciting and notable changes. Sunday School will be-
gin every week with an opening 
devotion in the sanctuary for 
children and their parents. 

Also new is the curriculum. 
With this new curriculum, en-
titled Growing in Christ, stu-
dents receive weekly lesson sheets to share with their 
families. This will enable families to review the lessons 
and grow together as they study Godôs Word. 

The new Sunday School teachers for this year were 
installed. Those who are serving as teachers this year 
are: Ed and Laura Becker, Jen Bode, Shontel Ed-
wards, Judith Hallas, Julie Keeley, Robin Marten, Mi-
chelle Meyer, Brenda Rosenbaum, Judy Schuelein, 
Tina Wentzel, and Lisa Widmer. 

Pastor Ewart 

 (480) 967-3983 



The Sonõs Time È page 4 

Ladiesñyou can be an active part 

of the congregation 
Julie Keeley, president (480) 855-0276 

Ladies, please join us on Tuesday, September 21, at 
6:30 p.m. as we  kick off our new year for the ladies' 
group. We look forward to seeing everyone. If you 

have never been to a ladiesô 
group meeting, we would 
urge you to come and see 
what the group is all about.  

The ladies' group is an or-
ganized society within the 
church for the purpose of 
aiding the church and mis-
sion work, fostering the 

spirit of Christian fellowship, and advancement and 
gaining in scriptural knowledge. The group is respon-
sible for the oversight of many committees in the 
church, such as communion, funeral, flowers, needy 
pantry, kitchen maintenance, and sunshine; along 
with coordinating meals for Advent, Lent and Easter. 
The group is primarily funded by the Sunday morning 
coffee hour donations (a portion of those funds are 
used to replace the supplies in the kitchen). 

We attempt to maintain a balance of business and 
fun. In December, we host a Christmas party of the 
ladies of Emmanuel. 

The ladiesô group also participates in the Lutheran 
Womenôs Missionary Society (LWMS), a group of Lu-
theran women from around the country that supports 
WELS missions and missionaries throughout the 
world. 

Every female communicant member of Emmanuel 
is also a member of the ladies' group. We warmly wel-
come winter visitors, and other guests to our meet-
ings.  

The September meeting generally consists of an 
opening devotion, welcoming all of the members 
back, discussing plans and ideas for the upcoming 
year, and some fellowship with coffee and treats. We 
hope to see you there! 

 

Make a joyful noise! 
Pastor Bauer, director (480) 967-3983 

There are many different ways one can 
serve the Lord in the congregation. 
Among them is lending his or her voice in 
song in the adult choir. Music is such a tremendous 
blessing because it puts the truths of Godôs word in 
our heads and in our hearts in a meaningful and 
memorable way. As part of a choir, people have the 
privilege of leading the congregation in its musical 
proclamation of Godôs word. 

The adult choir, under the direction of Pastor 
Bauer, meets for rehearsals on Wednesday evenings, 
beginning on September 8, at 7:00 p.m. During Ad-
vent and Lent we meet after our final midweek ser-
vice, from 7:30 until 8:15 p.m. The choir sings in 
Sunday services, as well as special services throughout 
the year. 

There are never too many voices in a choir ð as a 
matter of fact, the more, the better.  And you donôt 
have to be a professional! If youôre interested in sing-
ing but not sure you can commit to the whole year, 
come to the first rehearsal. You will receive a schedule 
that includes rehearsals and singing opportunities for 
the first half of the year. From there you can decide 
what will work with your schedule. 

Contact Pastor Bauer is you would like more infor-
mation. 

And speaking of serving the Lord 

through the congregationé 
Another way in which you can 
serve your Lord through the 
congregation is by volunteering 
your time for the usher and 
greeter program. 

Ushers and greeters are al-
ways needed throughout the 
year for our Sunday services. 
There is a sign-up sheet for 
both the ushers and greeters, for the months of Sep-
tember through December, or you can contact Lance 
Marten, (480) 507-9059 for the ushers, or Darlean 
Worischeck, (480) 839-4964 for the greeters. 
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Your Library  
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. Our 
library's books, periodicals, audio and video 
recordings, together with information 
on WELS electronic resources, are 
available for the spiritual strengthening 
of individuals and families. Members and visitors at 
Emmanuel may check out these resources for use at home. 

Revelations of a Single Woman: Loving the Life I Didnôt 

Expect by Connally Gilliam 

Love as a Way of Life: Seven Keys to Transforming Every 

Aspect of Your Life by Gary Chapman 

When ñI Doò Becomes ñI Donôtò: Practical Steps for Healing 

During Separation and Divorce by Laura Petherbridge 

The Same Sex Controversy: Defending and Clarifying the 
Bibleôs Message about Homosexuality by James White 

and Jeffrey Niell 

When Two Become Three: Nurturing Your Marriage after 

Baby Arrives by Mark Crawford 

From Forward in Christ, August , 2010 
ñThankful Remembranceò by WELS President Mark 

Schroeder 

ñIn the Beginningò by Arthur Eggert 

ñDefinitely Differentò by Pastor Richard Lauersdorf 

ñTwins x 2ò by Rachel Hartman 

At all costs ! 
Eric Brown, principal  

(480) 967-3991 

Recently Emmanuel Lutheran School started its 
39th year of providing full time Christian education 
for the children of the congregation and the sur-
rounding communities. What started out as a 
rather limited endeavor ð classrooms in a fellow-
ship hall and the back of church ð has become a 
rather large operation. This year Emmanuel has 
over 150 students enrolled in pre-k through grade 
8, nine full time teachers, a full time principal, and 
six support staff working between 10 and 35 hours 
per week. We have technology in the classrooms 
and current instructional materials. The school 
buildings and grounds are maintained by paid cus-
todians and volunteers. We own and operate a bus 
to transport students from the ALA area. One does 
not have to look far to recognize the tremendous 
blessings the Lord has showered on us. All these 
blessings from the Lord are also evidence of Em-
manuelôs commitment to Christian education. 

Keep in mind that these blessings do cost 
money. The schoolôs budget for 2010 is just under 
$800,000. This money comes from tuition pay-
ments from school families and generous congrega-
tional support from all members of Emmanuel. An-
other blessing we get to enjoy is the fact that God 
has moved the hearts of our school families and 
congregation to be committed to Christian educa-
tion. 

My prayer, as we enter another school year, is 
that we would remain committed to Christian edu-
cation on all levels ð Sunday School, Bible classes, 
Teens, Campus Ministry, Pioneers, VBS, and Em-
manuelôs Lutheran elementary school. May God 
move us to be wise managers of all the blessings he 
has sent. 

 

You can help your school! 
Colleen Haase, coordinator (480) 227-2449 

You can help us earn money for our 
school.  Did you know each Box Top 
is worth ten cents?  There are 
over 200 products that have Box 
Tops to clip, so it's easy to earn cash! 
Ask your friends, family, and 
neighbors to save Box Tops and then place them in 
the yellow shoe box labeled "Box Tops for Education" at 
the back of church. Your contributions have helped in 
years past for classroom teaching tools such as books, 
videos, and pictures, so we thank you. Our goal this year 
is 10,000 Box Tops. If you have any questions, please 
contact Colleen. 

Please join us for the new Thursday  

evening Bible class, held in the fellowship 

hall, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. (This class for-

merly met on Monday evenings.) 


