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Happenings 
August  

School registration day 
Friday, August 6 

Installation of new teacher 
Sunday, August 8 

First day of school with 

opening service 
Wednesday, August 11 

ALAõs first day of school 
Monday, August 16 

Sunday School teachersõ 

meeting 
Monday, August 16 

New Bible Basics class  

begins 
Thursday, August 19 

New Thursday evening  

Bible class begins 
Thursday, August 19 

Public school confirmation 

classes begin 
Sunday, August 22 

Back to school night 
Monday, August 23 

Sonõs Time 
The  

The group campground at Woods Can-
yon Lake was full of Emmanuel campers 
the weekend of July 18, as valley desert 
dwellers made their way to the Mogollon 
Rim for a fun weekend of church camp-
ing. 15 families and over 50 campers 
parked their RVs or pitched their tents 
for the cool getaway.  

Along with cooler temperatures came 
some wild thunderstorms. Friday after-
noon brought a brief but torrential 
shower. The group shelter at the center 
of the campground easily kept the camp-
ers dry. 

The kids who joined their families 
for the weekend had a great time playing 
with friends and staying busy with 
planned activities. Each of the children 
got to design his or her own tee-shirt 
commemorating the campout. Grace 
Turney directed the children in practice 
for a kidsô choir that sang in the Sunday 
morning worship service.  

Instead of last yearôs scavenger hunt, 
this yearôs afternoon activity was several 
rousing games of BINGO. Pastor Bauerôs 
table seemed to hold all the winning 
cards, as the white elephant prizes were 
picked and circulated. 

Saturday afternoon, under a beautiful 
sky and near-perfect temperatures, every-
one gathered for a potluck and grill-out. 
Dave and Ben Hoffman served up grilled 
burgers and hot dogs, and everyone 
shared the salads and deserts. After the 
evening meal, the group gathered for a 

Emmanuel families enjoy cool relief among the pines 
movie on the big screen, and sômores 
around the campfire. 

Pastor Buchholz led worship on Sun-
day morning, preaching the sermon from 
Romans 12. Pastor Bauer and Jerry Tur-
ney provided accompaniment for the 
morning service. Other Emmanuel mem-
bers who were up on the rim over the 
weekend joined in the Sunday morning 
service. 

It seemed all too soon when Sunday 
afternoon found most of the families back 
down in the heat of the valley. It was a 
great getaway, a great time to relax, con-
nect with Christian friends, and enjoy 
great food, fun and fellowship. 

The fellowship committee is already 
starting to lay plans for the 2011 Em-
manuel summer campout and getaway. 
Watch for more information. 

 

New teacher to be  

installed on August 8 
Mr. John Henderson will be installed on 
Sunday, August 8, in the 8:00 a.m. service 
as eighth grade teacher and athletic direc-
tor of Emmanuel Lutheran School. 

We welcome Mr. Henderson and his 
wife, Ronda, and their children, Kaitlin, 
Jenna and Nathan, to Emmanuelôs family! 
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 T here are some names in the Bible 
that we sort of expect everyone to 

be familiar with. Jesus is the most obvi-
ous, of course, but men like Paul, Abra-
ham, David, Solomon, and Elijah, along 
with women like Ruth and Mary, are 
people whom we normally would expect 
most people with some Christian back-
ground to be acquainted with. 

Unfortunately, itôs becoming more 
and more common that people do not 
know who these Bible figures are. Thatôs 
certainly understandable if people have 
no background in Christianity whatso-
ever, and weôre starting at ground zero 
building up their knowledge. Itôs an-
other thing altogether when long-time 
members of the church have only a rudi-
mentary or virtually nonexistent knowl-
edge of the Bible and its central figures. 

Try to grasp the challenge of commu-
nicating Godôs plan of salvation to 
someone, when the listener doesnôt have 
any Bible history. They have only a 
vague awareness of Noah and the flood. 
They canôt relate to Abraham preparing 
to sacrifice Isaac. They donôt know any-
thing about Elijah and the prophets of 
Baal on Mt. Carmel. Theyôve never 
heard of Ruth and her place in Godôs 
plan of salvation. They have only the 
remotest idea who David is. Peter is a 
passing acquaintance. The Apostle Paul 
is an enigma. 

A knowledge of Bible history is criti-
cally important for our grasp of Godôs 
plan of salvation. Bible stories provide a 
framework on which to build increasing 
understanding of doctrine and applica-
tion. We learn from the great men and 
women of faith who have gone before 
us. We see their faith in action, along 
with their weaknesses and sins, and we 
see Godôs hand of grace weaving the 
tapestry of the history of his people. 

Without that fundamental knowl-
edge, we and our children are lost in a 
contextual vacuum. The Bible looks like 
a disjointed and mysterious book that 
has no connection with today. 

Here is where Christian education 
becomes so important. The study of 
Bible stories lays the foundation for 
deeper study and application. Scripture 
itself says, ñI do not want you to be igno-

rant, brothers . . . These things hap-
pened to them as examples and were 
written down as warnings for usò (1 
Cor. 10:1, 11). 

Our Christian elementary school 
gives our children a strong foundation 
in Bible history. Every week our Sunday 
school lays out these events from the 
past and connects them with practical 
application. Our adult spiritual growth 
opportunities on Sundays and through-
out the week connect participants to 
great heroes of faith in the past and 
make practical connections to today. 

Parents, we get only one chance to 
bring up our children in the training 
and instruction of the Lord. As we ap-
ply ourselves diligently to that solemn 
calling as fathers and mothers, we donôt 
want to miss any opportunity to deepen 
our childrenôs connection to Jesus. Our 
Christian school offers more than a 
great education; it gives children the 
chance to sit daily at the feet of the 
Savior and hear his word. Our Sunday 
school is for all the children of our con-
gregation (including those who attend 
the elementary school). Our youth Bi-
ble study connects young men and 
women with Godôs word at a critical 
time when theyôre being pulled in many 
different directions. Our campus minis-
try keeps college students grounded in 
Godôs word, even as their secular pro-
fessors try to instill worldly philoso-
phies. 

Each week, no fewer than five differ-
ent adult Bible studies are available for 
learning and growing in Godôs word. 
Along with the learning comes the ca-
maraderie of being with other Chris-
tians, sharing and growing together. 

When we learn the Bible, we be-
come more intimately acquainted with 
God our Savior. His love surrounds us 
and fills us. His word comforts and 
uplifts us. His strength guides and 
keeps us. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly as you teach and admonish one an-
other with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God (Col. 3:16). 

  ðPastor Jon D. Buchholz 
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Salted Saints ñ 

get ready for a busy year 
Mary Plehn, (480) 491-8753 

Although itôs a month away, mark 
your calendar for September 10. 
Thatôs when the Salted Saints, a 
group of lucky seniors of Em-
manuel, who are 55+, get to enjoy the 
fellowship of each other, as well as see the sites of Ari-
zona and the Valley. 

The group will go to the new aquarium at the Ari-
zona Mills Mall on Baseline Road & Priest in Tempe, 
meeting at 10:00 a.m., when the doors open. The cost 
is $15.50 per person. Lunch will be decided after the 
aquarium visit.  

Monday evening Bible class switches 

to Thursday evenings 
The Adult Bible class that had been meeting for sev-
eral years on Monday evenings, following the evening 
church service, will now meet on Thursdays at 7:00 
p.m., beginning Thursday, August 19. 

Pastor Ewart will lead off the new class with an in-
depth study of the Augsburg Confession. The study cov-
ers key teachings of the Bible, as they are clearly ex-
plained and laid out in the Lutheran Confessions. 

New Bible classes will begin  
in August 
New classes will begin in Au-
gust for the public school 
confirmation class, as well as 
a new Bible basics class. 

Confirmation class for seventh and eighth grade 
students of our congregation, who do not attend Em-
manuel Lutheran School, will begin on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, from noon until 2:00 p.m. Students will need 
a Bible and Lutherôs Small Catechism (the blue book) 
for class work. You can purchase a Catechism or Bible 
from the church. Students should bring a lunch or 
have parents provide a lunch for them. If you have 
any questions, please contact Pastor Ewart. 

Bible information classes are conducted for those 
who want to learn what the basics of Scripture 
teaches. The classes are held on Thursday evenings for 
a 15-week period. The series also prepares adults to 
receive Baptism, if they have not been previously bap-
tized, and for communicant membership at Em-
manuel. 

If an attendee does not have a church home and is 
interested in communicant membership, this class is 
the means to that end. Some of the goals of the class 
are: (1) To increase participantsô knowledge of the Bi-
ble; (2) To prepare them to receive the Lordôs Supper; 
(3) To encourage believers to live a Christ-centered 
life; and (4) To prepare them to face the temptations 
and pressures of life. 

The Bible Information course, Bible Basics, will be-
gin on Thursday, August 19, and will run for fifteen 
lessons. Pastor Bauer will teach the course. 
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How you can help your school  

win accreditation 
The Board of Education is seeking volunteers to join oth-
ers for various committees in order to begin the WELSSA 
accreditation process in January 2011. 

The various committees are: 
Mission, Relationships with the 
Congregation, Home,  Students, 
Community and the WELS, En-
rollment procedures, School cli-
mate, Governance, Personnel, 
Curriculum, Instruction, Student 
services, Physical facilities, and Information management. 

Contact Eric Brown, our principal, at (480) 967-3991, 
or ebrown@elstempe.org. if you are interested in becom-
ing a committee member, or want more information. 

Your Library  
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. Our 
library's books, periodicals, audio and video 
recordings, together with information 
on WELS electronic resources, are 
available for the spiritual strengthening 
of individuals and families. Members and visitors at 
Emmanuel may check out these resources for use at home. 

Respectable Sins: Confronting the Wins We Tolerate by 

Jerry Bridges 

Making Your Emotions Work for You: Coping with Stress, 
Avoding Burnout, Overcoming Fearé and More by 

Harold Sala 

Overcoming the Seven Deadly Emotions by Michelle 

Borquez 

Angels in the ER: Inspiring True Stories from an Emergency 

Room Doctor by Robert Lesslie, MD 

From Forward in Christ, July , 2010 
ñCelebrating Independence Dayò by WELS President Mark 

Schroeder 

ñOur Callingò by Pastor Jonathan Schroeder 

ñDefinitely Differentò by Pastor Richard Lauersdorf 

ñWhose Fingerprint Is on Youò by Pastor Donald Patterson 

Sunday  School makes changes  

for the new year 
Craig Kiecker, superintendent (602) 218-6849 

Isnôt it amazing to think that June and July have 
entered into history and August is already upon us!  
With the entrance of August, it is also time to begin 
thinking about the new, upcoming Sunday School 
year.   What a wonderful opportunity for families to 
worship on Sunday morning and also attend Adult 
Bible Class, Teen Bible Class, or Sunday School!  
Consider making your Sunday a two-hour family 
event. 

Sunday, August 22, marks the beginning of the 
2010-2011 Sunday School year!   Sunday School 

teachers will be installed 
during the morning Wor-
ship Service which will be 
followed with a ñMeet Your 
Teacherò event for Sunday 
School students. 

Some exciting, notable changes are taking place 
this year.  Sunday School will begin every week with 
an opening devotion in the sanctuary for children, 
parents, and other interested members.  So parents, 
on Sunday mornings, help your children grab a 
quick snack in the fellowship hall and then head 
back to the sanctuary for opening devotion.  A sec-
ond exciting change is the curriculum.  This new 
curriculum is entitled, Growing in Christ. Students 
will receive weekly lesson sheets to share with their 
families.  This will enable families to review lessons 
and grow together as they study Godôs Word. 

To help prepare for the new year, Sunday School 
registration begins on Sunday, August 1, and will 
continue for the next two Sundays.  Registration 
forms will be available in the courtyard.  Forms can 
also be requested by contacting Mr. Kiecker.  It is 
very important to register your children as this will 
enable accuracy in the ordering of student materi-
als. 

If anyone has any questions, a desire to teach a 
class, or assist with Sunday School, please contact 
Mr. Kiecker at ckiecker@elstempe.org or (480) 967-
3991 ext 3787. 

mailto:ckiecker@elstempe.org
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Emmanuel Begins Its 39th Year! 
 Eric Brown, principal (480) 967-3991 

On Wednesday, August 11, 
Emmanuel Lutheran School 
will begin its 39th year of serv-
ing families with a Christ-
centered education for the 
children of the congregation 
and community. What a blessing and privilege we 
have as a congregation to supply our children with the 
one thing needful! It is only by Godôs grace that we are 
given this privilege and to him goes all thanks and 
praise. But remember that God uses people to carry 
out his purposes. God has moved his saints at Em-
manuel to generously support the work of Christian 
education. God has also blessed the efforts of Em-
manuel Lutheran Church and School. By his grace 
the school year will start with over 160 students en-
rolled in preschool through grade 8, each getting the 
opportunity to hear Godôs Word on a regular basis 
and be taught all of the secular subjects in the light of 
that Word. 

This yearôs school theme is Anchored in Christ, 
based on Hebrews 6:19. In good times and in chal-
lenging times, we are connected with Christ who 
holds us securely. May God continue to shower bless-
ings upon Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School 
as another year of school begins. To him be all honor 
and glory! 

Calendar Dates to Keep in Mind 

Sunday, August 8 ï Installation of Mr. John Hender-
son in the 8:00 service 

Wednesday, August 11 ï First Day of School, opening 
Service at 8:30 a.m. 

Monday, August 23 ï Back to School Night (Parent 
Open House) ï 5:00-8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, August 29 ï Christian Education Sunday ï 

 

 

Calling all ladies of Emmanuel! 
The regular monthly meetings of the ladiesô group 

will begin in September. Watch the September news-
letter and your Sunday bulletins for the date and 
time. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Now available from 

Northwestern 

The Peopleôs Bible is now 
on CD. Visit nph.wels.net 
for more information. 
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Financial updates 
Financial information is provided to keep members of our 
church family updated on the financial status of our 
congregation, and to alert our members to possible 
challenges. We donôt give to fund a budget, and we donôt 
give merely in response to a need. We give in love and 
thanks to the Lord, and we remember that while God 
doesnôt need our money, we have a need to worship and 
praise him with our offerings and gifts. 

As you plan your gifts to the Lord, remember to keep in 

mind the following principles of Christian giving: 

Give cheerfully! God wants us to give out of love, not 
from compulsion. God loves a cheerful giver. 

Give proportionately! Give in proportion to the 
income you receive, according to the measure with 
which God has blessed you. 

Give generously! Whatever proportion of your income 
you designate as a gift to the Lord in faith, make it a 
generous proportion. Whoever sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap 

Arizona Lutheran Academy Update  
School office: (602) 268-8686 / ALAcoyotes.org 

ÅA work day will be held on Saturday, August 4 to make ready the school grounds 
for the new school year. Please call Kurt Rosenbaum, principal, if you would like to participate. 

ÅArizona Lutheran Academy begins its 2010-2011 school year on Monday, August 16. An opening service will be held at 
9:00 a.m. in the school gymnasium. 

ÅThere will be a Tuition Tax Credit workshop at ALA on the following dates: August 10, 11, 12, 13ð7:00 p.m.; August 
14ðNoon; September 17ð5:30 p.m.; September 19ð3:00 p.m.; and September 22ð7:00 p.m. This workshop, which will 
last approximately one hour, will cover all the recent changes in the tax credit program. 

ÅThere will be a Jr. volleyball club for girls in grades 5-8 who want to learn or improve their volleyball skills. The club will 
take place every Saturday from August 21 to September 25 at ALA. To attend, the cost is $25 (four), $30 (five), or all six 
for $34. Registration is available on the ALA website, www.ALAcoyotes.org. 


