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Happenings 
July 

Church campout deadline 
Thursday, July 1 

Independence Day 
Saturday, July 4 

Board meetings 
Tuesday, July 6 

Church council 
Tuesday, July 13 

Congregation campout 
July 16-18 

Good Shepherd  

Bible Camp 
July 18-24 

Quarterly votersõ meeting 
Tuesday, July 27 

Looking ahead: 
School registration day 

Saturday, August 7 

First day of school 
Wednesday, August 11 

Sonõs Time 
The  

Mr. Henderson grew up in 
Warren, Michigan, where his 
father was a pastor. He at-
tended Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary in Saginaw and 
graduated in 1985. He then 
went to Oakland University 
in Rochester, Michigan, and 
graduated in 1990 with an elemen-
tary education degree.  John and his 
wife, Ronda, were married in 1990, 
and spent a year in Ulm, Germany 
where John played pro basketball. 

They traded Ulm, Germany for 
New Ulm, Minnesota where John 
attended Dr. Martin Luther College 
for a year and received his Synod cer-
tification in 1992. After completing 
his certification, he was assigned to 
St. John's Lutheran School in Dowa-
giac, Michigan, and served there as 
teacher, athletic director, coach, and 
principal. While at St. Johnôs Lu-
theran School, John and Ronda were 
blessed with three children: Kaitlin, 
Jenna, and Nathan. John remained at 
St. Johnôs Lutheran School, Dowa-
giac, Michigan until 2000, where he 
accepted the call to be teacher and 
principal, as well as serving as athletic 

John Henderson accepts the call to be upper-
grade teacher and athletic director of  
Emmanuel Lutheran School 

director and coach, of St. Johnôs Lu-
theran School in Saginaw, Michigan. 

Ronda grew up in Colombia, 
South America where her father, Larry 
Retberg, was a missionary for ten 
years. She graduated from Michigan 
Lutheran Seminary in 1987 and at-
tended Delta College. She has worked 
as a medical assistant at a doctor's of-
fice for the last six years.   

Their oldest daughter, Kaitlin, just 
graduated from Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary in May and will be attending 
Alma College in Alma, Michigan to 
study athletic training. Jenna was just 
confirmed in May and will be attend-
ing ALA this fall. Nathan will be a sev-
enth grader at Emmanuel this fall. 

They are looking forward to joining 
the Emmanuel congregation and serv-
ing the Lord here in the Valley of the 
Sun. 
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 A  few weeks ago your pastors 
had the opportunity to attend 

the convention of the Arizona-
California District of our national 
church body, the Wisconsin Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod. At that 
convention, we heard an essay that 
dealt with the cross that Jesus asks 
us as Christians to carry. Carrying 
our cross means denying the de-
sires of our sinful nature and faith-
fully clinging to Christ and his 
Word. As implied by the term 
ñcross,ò very often this kind of self-
denial can be very difficult and 
painful. 

As we celebrate our nationôs 
birthday this month, we certainly 
have many blessings to be thankful 
for as citizens of this country. We 
have peace and order, safety and 
protection. We have the freedom 
to worship God and gather in his 
house with our fellow Christians. 

But being a citizen of this coun-
try means having responsibilities as 
well. Very often, carrying out those 
responsibilities means carrying a 
cross. As citizens, we are forced to 
put the good of others ahead of 
our own. An excerpt from the essay 
we heard at the district convention 
explains it well: 

ñAm I a citizen? Then it is my 
concern that I obey the law of the 
land (Romans 13). That means the 
speed limit. That means complete 
honesty in filing my tax return. 
That means taking seriously my 
responsibilities as a citizen, examin-
ing the position of candidates for 
office before I vote and voting for 
those who as far as I can tell will 
best serve the interests of the state 
as a whole. It may mean becoming 
active myself in politics, to the ex-
tent that I can do that without 
parking my Christianity at the 

court house door, so to speak. In 
my dealings with fellow citizens, 
with neighbors, with people in the 
line at the store, with other drivers 
on the public roads, always my 
primary concern will be to serve, 
to yield. The notions of ñget out of 
my way,ò ñdonôt bother me,ò and 
ñIôm too busy/important to care 
about your needs just now,ò will 
not be part of my make up. Again, 
I want simply to reflect the selfless-
ness of Christ. Thatôs what he has 
called me to do in all of my rela-
tionships. And all of that I do with 
the recognition that I have the 
honor of representing Christ as I 
imitate him (1 Peter 2:13-17,21-
25).ò 

Again, this type of cross-
carrying is rarely easy. It is often 
painful. As we examine our lives 
in the light of Godôs expectations 
for us, it leads us to the inevitable 
conclusion that we have fallen mis-
erably short of his perfect stan-
dards. 

But thatôs why the crosses we 
carry are such a blessing. They lead 
us to despair of ourselves. They 
lead us to realize the utter helpless-
ness of our condition. They lead 
us to look to another crossðJesusô 
crossðfor the forgiveness of sins, 
peace, and eternal life. 

As we remember our nationôs 
birthday this month, remember 
the cross Christ asks you to carry 
as a citizen of this country. Thank 
him for that cross, since it leads 
you to cling even more tightly to 
the cross that he carried perfectly, 
just for you. 

  ðPastor Jonathan Bauer 
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LWMS Fall Retreat 

will be held locally 
The bi-annual fall retreat for the Lutheran Womenôs 
Missionary Society 
(LWMS), Grand Canyon 
Circuit, will be held at the 
Arizona Golf Resort in 
Mesa in September. The 
deadline for registering is August 27. 

This weekend retreat is held every two years and takes 
the place of the fall rally that is held at various congre-
gations. 

Registration forms for both the resort and the re-
treat are available on the counter in the back of the 
church. 

Blessed  is the 
nation whose 

God is  

the Lord! 
Sunday, July 4 

Be aware! 
Please make sure that all doors are 
locked and secured, and alarms are set 
when leaving the church and school 
buildings. 

Emmanuel Lutheran School is now 

accepting enrollment  

applications 
Eric Brown, principal  

(480) 967-3991 

Emmanuel Lutheran School is now accepting applica-
tions for enrollment for the 2010-2011 school year. A 
child must be four years old by September 1 for the 
Pre-K program. To enter Kindergarten, the child must 
be five years old by September 1. Registration fees are 
$300 per student for K-8. Contact Principal Eric 
Brown for more information.  

Final registration will be held on Saturday, August 
7. The 2010-2011 school year begins on Wednesday, 
August 11. 

Spring Outreach Survey Recap 
Pastor Jonathan Bauer  

For seven Thursdays in May and June, members of 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church were knocking on doors 
in the neighborhoods around church. Our goals were 
to learn more about our community, locate un-
churched people, and make use of opportunities to 
spread the gospel whenever they presented them-
selves. After seven weeks, itôs safe to say that God gra-
ciously blessed us by allowing us to achieve those 
goals. 

Here are some of the highlights from ñSeven weeks 
on the front linesò:  

On the first night, people at three different 
houses said: ñI would like one of your pastors 
to give me a call.ò 

Thirteen different individuals or households 
said that they were interested in attending Em-
manuel, getting more information, or receiving 
a follow up visit from one of our pastors. 

Nearly one hundred people completed the five 
question survey, providing us with valuable 
information about our community. 

Four WELS Kingdom Workers volunteers 
helped us canvass for three nights during the 
last week of June. With their help we were able 
to visit more houses and talk to more people. 

Nine was more often than not the first number 
in the temperature as we walked the streets. 
The weather was overall very pleasant, which 
made it the surveyors more comfortable and 
the residents of Tempe more willing to open 
their front door. 

We thank God for these tremendous blessings. 
Through our weekly outreach he has already provided 
us with many opportunities to share the gospel and as 
we follow up on these new contacts, we pray that he 
will provide us with many more. 
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Your Library 
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. Our 
library's books, periodicals, audio and video 
recordings, together with information 
on WELS electronic resources, are 
available for the spiritual strengthening 
of individuals and families. Members and visitors at 
Emmanuel may check out these resources for use at home. 

Now That Youôre Engaged: The Keys to Building a Strong, 

Lasting Relationship by H. Norman Wright 

Just Married: What Might Surprise You about the First Few 

Years by Margaret Feinberg 

Marriage Is Like Dancing by Richard Eyer 

A Marriage Without Regrets by Kay Arthur 

From Forward in Christ, June, 2010 
ñToo Much Rat Race?ò by Pastor James Mattek 

ñDistrict Conventions: Grassroots Directionò by WELS 

President Mark Schroeder 

ñChristôs Loveò by Prof. John Brenner 

ñThe Chapel of the Christò by Prof. Mark Lenz 

From Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly, Spring 2010 
ñBooks ð A Ministry Opportunity for Pastors and Churchesò 

by Prof. John Schuetze 

Arizona-California District  

Convention news 
Pastor Matthew Ewart 

Last month, June 14-16, the pastors, male teachers, 
and lay representatives from nearly every congregation 
in the Arizona-California District met in convention. 
There are certain things that are always to be expected 
at these conventions. There is always an opening wor-
ship service with Holy Communion. There always is a 
paper presented on a specific doctrine or topic. This 
year, Professor Emeritus Daniel Deutschlander pre-
sented a wonderful paper entitled, ñDonôt be Afraid! 
Cheer Up! Itôs the Cross!ò Copies of this worthwhile 
paper are available on the counter as you enter 
church. Also at these conventions, it is always ex-
pected to be business items carried out, such as dis-
trict membership discussions and elections of district 
officers. Rev. Jon Buchholz was re-elected as president 
of this district. Here are some other noteworthy items 
from the convention: 

ÅOur Synodôs indebtedness has been reduced 
these past two years from $22 million to $14 million 
thanks to the ñJubileeò debt reduction drive. 

ÅOutreach work continues in many areas, includ-
ing Nepal and Tibet. 

ÅMr. Joseph Worischeck of our congregation re-
ported on the Church Extension Fund. 

So what a blessing district convention is! About 
250 like-minded pastors, teachers, and lay leaders 
meet together (some coming from as far as California 
and Texas). How overwhelming it is to consider that 
this is but a small representation of the hundreds of 
thousands of people who make up the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod! What a joy that our con-
ventions are not spent debating over doctrine, but 
rather rejoicing over the wonderful mission God has 
given to us to spread his gospel to the world! David 
put it best in Psalm 133:1, which says, ñHow good and 
pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!ò 

Now you can go paperless! 
Our monthly newsletter and calendar is 
now able to be downloaded from our 
churchôs website (www.elctempe.org). 
Much of the information in our 
newsletter is also communicated 
through our weekly email. If you would like to go pa-
perless and no longer receive the printed newsletter in 
the mail, contact Susie at the church office, (480) 967-
3983. 

 

MondayñFriday 

9:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 

Deadline to register for the 

church campout is  Thursday, 

July 1st. Registration forms 

are available in the back of 

the church. 
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Financial updates 
Financial information is provided to keep members of our 
church family updated on the financial status of our 
congregation, and to alert our members to possible 
challenges. We donôt give to fund a budget, and we donôt 
give merely in response to a need. We give in love and 
thanks to the Lord, and we remember that while God 
doesnôt need our money, we have a need to worship and 
praise him with our offerings and gifts. 

As you plan your gifts to the Lord, remember to keep in 
mind the following principles of Christian giving: 

Give cheerfully! God wants us to give out of love, not 
from compulsion. God loves a cheerful giver. 

Give proportionately! Give in proportion to the 
income you receive, according to the measure with 
which God has blessed you. 

Give generously! Whatever proportion of your income 
you designate as a gift to the Lord in faith, make it a 
generous proportion. Whoever sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap 
generously. 

Arizona Lutheran Academy Update 
School office: (602) 268-8686 / ALAcoyotes.org 

Housing for out-of-town students 

Weôre looking ahead to next year and the blessing of our out-of-town stu-
dents ð a blessing of 30+ housing students for 2010-2011! We can be very thankful that God is giving us this 
opportunity to educate so many students outside our Phoenix area. 

That blessing also presents a challenge! We are in need of host homes for these students. If you have any 
questions about our housing program, or would consider this opportunity to house a student for next year, 
please contact either Pastor Bode or Lori Burmeister at the school. 
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