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Happenings 
June 

Board meetings 
Tuesday, June 1 

Neighborhood outreach 
June 3, 10, 17, 24 

Church council 
Tuesday, June 8 

Arizona-California 

District Convention 
June 14-16 

Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 20 

Vacation Bible School 
June 21-25 

Bridal shower for  

Emmanuel’s teacher 
Sunday, June 27 

Looking ahead: 

Church campout deadline 
Thursday, July 1 

Son’s Time 
The  

A new, intergenerational Bible study 
themed ―Reality Check‖ will begin in 
the fellowship hall on Sunday, June 6, 
and continue through the summer 
months.  

This Bible study will combine Sun-
day School, teen, and adult classes into 
one intergenerational group. is a differ-
ent approach to the original Sunday 
school, where the children of Sunday 
school met in classrooms, divided by 
ages, and the adults met in the fellow-
ship hall.  

The new Bible study will give par-
ticipants the opportunity to interact in 

a setting where parents, teens, and 
children can share God’s word with 
each other and grow together. The spe-
cial format will incorporate breakout 
discussions and peer interaction. Tod-
dlers will break off into their own 
group for a teacher-led ―toddler time.‖ 

Pastor Matt Ewart will lead the Bi-
ble study discussions. We will use the 
lives of the kings of Israel and Judah as 
a reality check for our own personal 
spiritual journeys. We may be sur-
prised at what we learn about our-
selves. 

 

New summer Bible study to serve all ages 

You can contribute to the special tui-
tion assistance fund, recently created 
by the church council for offerings 
given in support of tuition assistance. 

Christian education has long been 
a central focus of the ministry of Em-
manuel Lutheran Church. Since 1972, 
Emmanuel Lutheran School has of-
fered parents the opportunity to bring 
their children to sit at the feet of Jesus 
and learn in an environment where 
the gospel is at the center of the educa-
tional experience. Presently, our 
school serves nearly 160 students in 
grades Pre-K through 8. 

Rising costs and a challenging 
economy have made enrollment more 
difficult for our families. Emmanuel 
has long maintained that we don’t 
want cost to be a barrier to a Christian 
education, so we want to offer special 
tuition assistance to member families, 
where necessary. 

The tuition assistance fund will be 
administered by a special subcommit-
tee of the Board of Education and will 
determine where grants to families can 
be applied. 

Tuition assistance fund supports Christian education 
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(480) 967-3983 
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Pastor Jonathan P. Bauer 
(480) 399-3555 

Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 
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Pastor Matt Ewart 
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(480) 967-3277 

Mr. Eric Brown, Principal 
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The Sonôs Time is published monthly 
for members and friends of Em-

manuel Lutheran Church and School. 
Articles for publication may be edited 
for content and clarity. Deadline for 

publication is the 15th day of the 
month. Submit articles to:  

church@elctempe.org 

 S ome people say there’s a big 
difference between the Old 
Testament and the New Testa-

ment. Besides the obvious different 
styles of writing due to different lan-
guages and varying historical back-
grounds, there seems to be a different 
idea portrayed about who God is and 
how he interacts with humanity. In 
the Old Testament, people would die 
horrible deaths for seemingly minor 
infractions. (See what happened to 
some youths who made fun of El-
isha’s baldness in 2 Kings 2:23-25.) 
Innocent people suffer and die only 
because they have some connection 
to the guilty party. (Recall the punish-
ment to women and young children 
because of Korah’s rebellion in Num-
bers 16.) The punishments dealt out 
in the Old Testament seem so harsh 
and severe, especially compared with 
the message of peace and grace that 
dominates the message of the New 
Testament. Why the difference? 

First of all, God has not under-
gone some sort of change; nor has he 
changed the way he deals with sin-
ners. That much is made clear in 
Numbers 23:19, which says, ―God is 
not a man, that he should lie, nor a 
son of man, that he should change 
his mind.‖ There is never any ―new 
evidence‖ that God could observe 
with the result that his mind is 
changed. He knows all things both 
present and future. 

God has not changed, but some-
times his messages and lessons do. 
Different people need to hear differ-
ent things, and sometimes the only 
way to get the message across is 
through an actual event. The Israel-
ites who camped at the foot of 
Mount Sinai didn’t need to hear a 
message of God’s peace and love. 
They needed to hear the seriousness 
of the idolatrous sins which they had 
just committed with a golden calf 
(Exodus 32). The kings and leaders in 
Jeremiah’s day didn’t need to hear 
what a wonderful thing it is to shep-

herd God’s people. They needed to 
hear how horribly they were destroy-
ing and scattering the sheep en-
trusted to them (Jeremiah 23). 

As we look at all the judgments 
against sin in the Old Testament, we 
can see their purpose as Paul ex-
plained in 1 Corinthians 10:11. 
―These things happened to them as 
examples and were written down as 
warnings for us.‖ God’s attitude to-
ward sin has not changed. He is not 
more patient with sin now than he 
was back then. He is not more for-
giving of sin than he was back then. 
All sin and every sin is a serious in-
fraction in God’s sight – an infrac-
tion that merits death right now and 
forever. 

All along, it was part of God’s 
plan to highlight the danger of sin so 
that we would see the helpless situa-
tion we have put ourselves in. He 
did that so that the brilliant display 
of his love and power would be all 
the brighter when the Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. The judgments against sin re-
minded everyone not to put hope in 
a righteousness that comes from 
within, but rather to lean on the 
righteousness that comes from God 
through his Son. 

Even today we can take Paul’s 
advice in 1 Corinthians 10 and re-
member the examples and warnings 
that were written down for us in the 
Bible. Every so often we need a real-
ity check so that we don’t find our-
selves apathetic and unbothered by 
sin as so many people have been in 
the past. Since God is changeless, we 
have all confidence that the sin he so 
strongly warns us about has been 
freely and fully forgiven through the 
suffering and death of Jesus. That 
was his message all along. And we 
know that the victory we have in 
Christ will never change. 

—Pastor Matthew Ewart 
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Zip! Zap! Zoom! 

It's VBS time again! 
Craig Kiecker, (480) 967-3991 

Come, join us for Planet 
Zoom, the Vacation Bible 
School theme for this year. VBS will be held the week 
of Monday, June 21, to Friday, June 25, from 8:30-
11:30 a.m. Children, 3 years old (must be potty-
trained) through the sixth grade can attend. 

You can register by using the registration form 
located on the counter in the back of the church, or 
go online at www.elstempe.org. Return the form to 
Mr. Kiecker, one of the pastors, or the church office. 

WELS Singles meet for fellowship 

and planning 
Debbie Consoer, (602) 439-3526 

The WELS singles' group will meet at the home of 
Debbie Consoer on Friday, June 11, starting at 7:00 
p.m. The group will first discuss future activities and 
then have an evening of games and fellowship. Please 
bring a snack to share, drinks will be provided. 
Contact Debbie by calling her, or emailing her at 
madkam1@cox.net for more information. 

Ladies’ group to host a bridal shower  
The ladies' group of Emmanuel is hosting a shower of 
love and gifts to celebrate the upcoming marriage of 
Jacob Morrison and Anna Panning, Emmanuel 
Lutheran School's fifth grade teacher. The shower will 
be held on Sunday, June 27, at 3:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. All ladies are invited. 

Now you can go paperless! 
Our monthly newsletter and calendar 
is now able to be downloaded from 
our church’s website 
(www.elctempe.org). Much of the in-
formation in our newsletter is also communicated 
through our weekly email. If you would like to go pa-
perless and no longer receive the printed newsletter in 
the mail, contact Susie at the church office, 
(480) 967-3983. 

Deadline for registering is 
fast approaching! 
Dave & Susie Hoffman, (480) 899-5178 

The deadline for registering for the 
church campout that will be held 
the weekend of July 16-18 is fast 
approaching. Registration forms 
and payment of $40 is due by Thursday, July 1. The 
cost includes the camp space and Saturday cookout. 

The campout will be held at the Crook camp-
ground at Woods Canyon Lake on the Mogollon 
Rim. Once again we will have a Saturday night cook-
out with hamburgers and hot dogs, and dishes to pass. 
Other activities planned include a t-shirt craft for the 
kids, other children’s games, bingo for the adults, a fly 
fishing seminar, and our nightly campfire with smores 
and sing-a-long. An outside worship service will be 
held on Sunday morning with a children’s choir. 

Registration forms are now available in the back of 
the church. The camp is limited to 110 people so get 
your registration in now to reserve your spot!  

LWMS Fall Retreat 

will be held locally 
The bi-annual fall retreat for the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Society (LWMS), Grand Canyon Circuit, 
will be held at the Arizona Golf Resort in Mesa in 
September. The deadline for registering is August 27. 

This weekend retreat is held every two years and takes 
the place of the fall rally that is held at various congre-
gations. 

Registration forms for both the resort and the re-
treat are available on the counter in the back of the 
church. 

Congratulations to all of our graduates, 

whether it be from grade school, 

high school, or a school of higher 

learning. May you use your skills and knowledge to 

the glory of God! 

mailto:madkam1@cox.net
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Your Library 
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. Our 
library's books, periodicals, audio and video 
recordings, together with information 
on WELS electronic resources, are 
available for the spiritual strengthening 
of individuals and families. Members and visitors at 
Emmanuel may check out these resources for use at home. 

Who Has Your Heart?: The Single Womanôs Pursuit of 

Godliness by Emily Ryan 

Having a Mary Spirit: Allowing god to Change Us from the 

Inside Out by Joanna Weaver 

Being a Girl Who Loves: Learning to Love Like Jesus by 

Shannon Kubiak Primicerio 

Preparing Your Daughter for Every Womanôs Battle by 

Shannon Ethridge 

Every Young Womanôs Battle by Shannon Ethridge and 

Stephen Arterburn 

From Forward in Christ, May, 2010 
ñA Special Day Indeedò by WELS President Mark Schroeder 

ñConfessions of Faithò by Julia Olene 

ñLessons from Mom and Dadò by Abigail Kassulke 

ñFinding Joyò by Wendy Heyn 

The property committee is seeking 

special funds 
Ben Hoffman, property chairman 

(602) 570-8897 

A special ―parking lot fund‖ 
has been approved by the 
council to collect monies for the repair of the 
parking lot. Due to budget constraints, funds have 
not been available to have the parking lot done; 
and the longer we wait, the more the cost will be. 

The parking lot gets a lot of use by both the 
church and the school and should be maintained at 
least every couple of years. The last time our 
parking lot was done was March of 2007. The work 
done at this time was filling the cracks, sealing and 
re-striping, for a cost of $7,000+. In May of 2003, 
major work was done on the parking lot to bring it 
up to standards for a cost of $40,000. We don’t 
want to have to pay that price again! 

To give to the special fund you can mark your 
offering envelope ―parking lot fund‖ with your 
dollar amount. 

Why enroll at  Emmanuel 

Lutheran School? 
Eric Brown, principal 

(480) 967-3991 

Spring and early summer is the enrollment season at 
Emmanuel Lutheran School. When families visit 
the school, I have found myself at times answering 
their question, ―Why should I consider enrolling 
my child at Emmanuel?‖ Parents considering 
enrollment have to consider many things including 
cost, time commitment, and issues related to their 
children being the only ones in the neighborhood 
not attending the local school. As principal I 
attempt to address those concerns as best as 
possible. Recently we enrolled a new preschool 
student and the parents provided a fantastic answer 
to the above question. On Emmanuel’s application 
form there is a section in which parents state their 
reasons for enrolling. The following is what this 
family wrote. 

―We have checked at many preschools in the 
Tempe, Mesa, and Chandler area. None of which 

we felt represented the type of education and 
Christian foundation we wanted for (our child). As 
soon as we took the tour we knew Emmanuel had 
those things, and we felt we had found the school we 
had been looking for. Emmanuel sees the importance 
of partnering with parents in Christian education as 
well as preparing her for kindergarten. Emmanuel 
truly seems like the next best thing to home.‖ 

If you are still considering where your child(ren) 
will attend school next year, please contact the school 
office to schedule a tour. We would be privileged to 
be your Christian education partner. 
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Ladies’ group ends season with  

spring tea 
Julie Keeley, president (480) 855-0276 

The ladies' group concluded its season with a lovely 
spring tea that was held on May 15. About twenty 
women took time off from their busy schedule to 
enjoy a cup of tea, a bite to eat, and the best part — 
catching up on news with old and new friends. 

Election of officers took place in May. Officers for 
the 2010-2011 season are: Julie Keeley, president; 
Wendy Binger, vice president; Donna Mason, 
secretary; and Nettie Dins, treasurer. 

There won’t be any meetings during the summer 
months and the group will resume meeting in 
September. If you have any questions concerning the 
ladies’ group, don’t hesitate to contact one of the 
officers. 

Have a great summer and we hope to see you at a 
future meeting! 

“Thank you” from the property 

committee of Emmanuel 
Ben Hoffman, property chairman (602) 570-8897 

―Relaxing.‖ ―Peaceful.‖ ―Restful.‖ 

The above words represent the feelings of many of 
Emmanuel’s members and visitors when they enter 
the church courtyard. If you 
haven’t already tried it, take a 
seat on one of the park 
benches that surround the 
outer edge and contemplate — 
let your mind wander. 

It has been a long project in 
the making, but the end is near. One more park 
bench is needed to complete the entire project. 

The property committee would like to express their 
thanks for all the work that members did in making 
this project a reality. Above all, we would like to 
thank those families who donated the park benches. 
It truly was a joint effort! 

Tuition tax credit forms are available 
Your tax. Your choice. Choose where your Arizona 
income tax dollars go and help a student with their 
education. 

Brochures explaining the Arizona Tuition Tax 
Credit program, along with a donation form, are 
available on the counter in the back of the church for 
the taking. It’s not too early to start thinking of 
participating for the 2010-2011 school year. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Lindsay 
Bauer, (480) 399-3555. 

Register now for the Good 

Shepherd Bible Camp, California 
The Good Shepherd Bible Camp will be held July 18-
24 for children entering the fourth grade through 
tenth grade. The camp is located at Big Bear Lake in 
California. Cost is $230 for campers, $80 for staff. An 
interstate carpooling coupon is available for campers 
from Arizona to help defray the cost of gasoline. 
Registration forms, along with other information, are 
located on the counter in the back of the church. You 
must speak with Pastor Ewart if you intend to go. 
Deadline for early registration is June 15. There is an 
increase in the fee if you register after June 15. 

Two national pastors are 

called to Mexico 
Several years ago the Board of 
Mission to the Children dared 
to dream of having Mexican National Lutheran pas-
tors to serve this far-flung ministry which encompasses 
fourteen pueblos (villages). 

Now, two national pastors have been called from 
the seminary in Torreon as missionaries to continue 
in the spreading of the Gospel to the people of 
Sonora. Pastor Alejandro Sanches has been called to 
serve the congregation in Sasabe, and Pastor Carlos 
Rosales has been called to serve the congregation in 
Altar. 

Please keep them and their families, along with the 
members of their congregations, and all the people 
who work with Mission to the Children in your 
prayers. 

 



The Son’s Time  page 6 

Happy 
Father’s 

 Day  

to all our dads! 

New series of 

Bible Discovery 
The 15-volume Bible 
Discovery series provides 
background resources to 
help you read and 
understand the text of 
Scripture. The insights provided in 
these books remove some of the 
speed bumps on the road to a 
greater understanding of God’s 
Word. The first three titles in this series will be 
released in September 2010. The volumes can be 
purchased individually or by subscription. (Visit 
www.nph.net/BDS today for a special prepublication 
offer!) 

Bible Basics: Finding Tools to Read and Interpret 
Scripture by Don Patterson urges readers to ―dive in‖ 
to the Bible with supportive advice. Patterson explains 
how to use Scripture itself as a tool to interpret God’s 
Word and offers many approaches to beginning your 
reading of the Bible. His overview of the basic content 
of the Bible’s history helps readers see Scripture’s big 
picture — a single book centered on Christ. 

Digging for Insights: Using Archaeology to Study the 
Bible by John Brug explores the many ways 
archaeology helps us understand Bible passages that 
refer to ancient customs and life in Bible times. Brug 
carefully points out what archaeology can and cannot 
tell us. He has extensive on-site experience and has 
done considerable research in many areas of 
arthaeology. 

One GodðTwo Covenants? Finding the Heart of the 
Old Testament by Lyle Lange reveals how the Law 
given to Moses relates to the promises he first gave to 
Abraham. Understanding law and gospel is the most 
difficult task of Bible study. Confusion on this topic 
results in misunderstanding Jesus’ work for us, which 
can hurt our faith. A clear understanding of God’s 
covenants enables us to grow in Christ and properly 
apply Scripture to our lives. 

Here We Stand: A Confessional 
Christian study of Worldviews 
Today the entire Christian worldview is under attack. 
How is a Christian to respond in the face of non-
Christian worldviews? In this new Impact Series 
book, the authors of this collection of essays use the 
truth of God’s Word to examine different worldviews 
such as Darwinism, New Age, atheism, pantheism, 
postmodernism, and the moral 
relativism that says anything and 
everything is ―OK.‖ 

By learning about other worldviews, 
Christians can better understand and 
witness to the people who hold those 
views and cay say ―Here I Stand!‖ with 
as much conviction as Martin Luther 
did five hundred years ago when he was confronted 
by the heresies of his day. Readers will also see how 
such non-Christian worldviews influence their own 
beliefs, attitudes, and actions without their realizing 
it. 

Visit www.nph.net to find out how to order and 
pricing. 

 

Campus Ministry and the  

Teen Group will resume meeting  

in  September. 
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Financial updates 
Financial information is provided to keep members of our 
church family updated on the financial status of our 
congregation, and to alert our members to possible 
challenges. We don’t give to fund a budget, and we don’t 
give merely in response to a need. We give in love and 
thanks to the Lord, and we remember that while God 
doesn’t need our money, we have a need to worship and 
praise him with our offerings and gifts. 

As you plan your gifts to the Lord, remember to keep in 
mind the following principles of Christian giving: 

Give cheerfully! God wants us to give out of love, not 
from compulsion. God loves a cheerful giver. 

Give proportionately! Give in proportion to the 
income you receive, according to the measure with 
which God has blessed you. 

Give generously! Whatever proportion of your income 
you designate as a gift to the Lord in faith, make it a 
generous proportion. Whoever sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap 
generously. 

Arizona Lutheran Academy Update 
School office: (602) 268-8686 / ALAcoyotes.org 

Housing for out-of-town students 

As we close another school year, we’re looking ahead already to next year 
and the blessing of our out-of-town students — a blessing of 30+ housing students for 2010-2011! We can be very 
thankful that God is giving us this opportunity to educate so many students outside our Phoenix area. 

That blessing also presents a challenge! We are in need of host homes for these students. If you have any 
questions about our housing program, or would consider this opportunity to house a student for next year, 
please contact either Pastor Bode or Lori Burmeister at the school. 



The Son’s Time  page 8 

J
u

n
e

 2
0

1
0
 

S
u
n

d
a

y
 

M
o
n
d

a
y
 

T
u
e
s
d
a

y
 

W
e
d
n
e
s
d
a

y
 

T
h
u
rs

d
a

y
 

F
rid

a
y
 

S
a
tu

rd
a

y
 

  

       

1
 

      6:30 p.m
. B

oard m
eetings 

2
 

8:30 a.m
. B

ible class 
   

3
 

6:00 a.m
. B

ible classð
D
e
n
n
y
ô
s

 
     6:00 p.m

. N
eighborhood outreach

 

4
 

5
 

  

6
 

8:00 a.m
. W

orship 
9:15 a.m

. F
am

ily B
ible hour 

10:30 a.m
. W

orship  
   

7
 

      6:30 p.m
. W

orship 

8
 

      7:00 p.m
. C

hurch council 

9
 

8:30 a.m
. B

ible class 
     

1
0
 

6:00 a.m
. B

ible classð
D
e
n
n
y
ô
s

 
     6:00 p.m

. N
eighborhood outreach

 

1
1
 

 

1
2
 

 

1
3

 

8:00 a.m
. W

orship 
9:15 a.m

. F
am

ily B
ible hour 

10:30 a.m
. W

orship  
 

 

1
4

 

    6:30 p.m
. W

orship 
 

1
5

 

       

1
6

 

8:30 a.m
. B

ible class 
     

1
7
 

6:00 a.m
. B

ible classð
D
e
n
n
y
ô
s

 
     6:00 p.m

. N
eighborhood outreach

 

1
8

 

 

1
9
 

   

2
0

 

8:00 a.m
. W

orship 
9:15 a.m

. F
am

ily B
ible hour 

10:30 a.m
. W

orship  
   

F
a
t
h
e
r
õ
s
 
D
a
y

 

2
1

 

    6:30 p.m
. W

orship 
 

2
2

 
       

2
3
 

8:30 a.m
. B

ible class 
     

2
4
 

6:00 a.m
. B

ible classð
D
e
n
n
y
ô
s

 
   6:00 p.m

. N
eighborhood outreach

 
 

2
5
 

    

2
6
 

  

2
7
 

8:00 a.m
. W

orship 
9:15 a.m

. F
am

ily B
ible hour 

10:30 a.m
. W

orship
 

 3:00 p.m
. B

ridal show
er for 

                A
nna P

anning
 

3:00 p.m
. W

estchester service
 

2
8
 

      6:30 p.m
. W

orship 

2
9

 
3
0
 

8:30 a.m
. B

ible class 

J
u

ly
 1

 
C

hurch cam
pout  

registration deadline 

 
 

V
a
c
a

tio
n

 B
ib

le
 S

c
h

o
o

l
 

A
riz

o
n
a-C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 D
is

tric
t C

o
n
v
e
n

tio
n

 


