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Happenings 
May  

ALA Drama presentation  
April 30ðMay 2 

Pioneer Awards Banquet 
Sunday, May 2 

Motherõs Day 
Sunday, May 9 

Emmanuel School  

Drama presentation 
Friday, May 14 

Ladiesõ spring tea 
Saturday, May 15 

Confirmation examination 
Sunday, May 16 

Confirmation Sunday  
Sunday, May 23 

Emmanuel graduation 
Thursday, May 27 

ALA graduation  
Saturday, May 29 

Sonõs Time 
The  

Thirteen young people from Emmanuel 
Lutheran School and various public 
schools are preparing to be confirmed on 
May 23, in the second Sunday service. 

Michael Benson, Shelby Brown, Mark 
Buchholz, Jason Carmago-Ramirez, 
Alyssa Hallas, Kyle Henriksen, Joshua 
Hoskinson, Michael Massadeh, Jacob 
Mentzer, Luke Miller, Eric Trevizo, Alex-
andria Weir and Kaitlyn Zidar will speak 
their confirmation vows before the Lordôs 
altar on that day. 

The public confirmation examination 
will take place on the preceding Sunday, 
May 16, in the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

 Confirmation is a special event in the 
lives of our young Christians. In their con-
firmation instruction they learn the funda-
mental truths of the Christian faith, in 

preparation for their re-
ceiving Holy Communion. 
Confirmation is not a gradua-
tion service, nor does it mark the end of 
Christian training. On the contrary, it is 
an important step in a lifetime of contin-
ued growth and learning. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
confirmation Sunday. The new confir-
mands will receive their first Communion 
with their parents. (Remember, if you 
have family members visiting for this spe-
cial occasion from other WELS churches, 
have them speak with a pastor before com-
muning with the congregation. This can 
be done with a phone call before the Sun-
day orðif necessaryðbefore the worship 
service begins.) 

Seven weeks on the front line 
This spring the we will once again be hitting the streets to learn 

about our neighbors and to spread the good news about our Sav-
ior. We will be going door-to-door with a brief survey on Thurs-
day evenings during the months of May and June. This "front 
lines" outreach opportunity kicks off with a no pressure, no obli-
gation, training session on Thursday, May 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall. Contact Pastor Bauer or Pastor Ewart if you are interested or 
want more information.  

Thirteen youth to be confirmed in Christ  
on May 23 
Public confirmation examination scheduled for May 16  

mailto:jbauer@elctempe.org?subject=Spring%20outreach
mailto:mewart@elctempe.org?subject=Spring%20Outreach


The Sonõs Time È page 2 

The Sonõs Time 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

715 W. Southern Avenue 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(480) 967-3983 
www.elctempe.org 

Pastor Jonathan P. Bauer 
(480) 399-3555 

Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 
(602) 377-1915 

Pastor Matt Ewart 
(480) 516-1065 

Pastor Dan Pautz 
(480) 967-3277 

Mr. Eric Brown, Principal 
(480) 491-7173 

Susie Hoffman, Office Secretary 
(480) 899-5178 

The Sonôs Time is published monthly 
for members and friends of Em-

manuel Lutheran Church and School. 
Articles for publication may be edited 
for content and clarity. Deadline for 

publication is the 15th day of the 
month. Submit articles to:  

church@elctempe.org 

 I s it May already? It might be just 
me, but it seems like the time 
between Christmas and Easter 

passed in the blink of an eye this 
year. As hard as it is to believe, itôs 
already May. And that means some 
important changes are about to hap-
pen. 

During May the school year 
comes to an end. Many young peo-
ple graduate from elementary school, 
high school, or college. Those gradu-
ates begin a new phase in their life, 
whether itôs the next school, the 
workforce, or the military. 

During May I would imagine we 
will see our first 100-degree day. As 
temperatures in the valley continue 
to rise, people plan their vacations, 
whether itôs a weekend trip to the 
high country or a longer vacation 
somewhere else. 

During May we also remember 
another important change, a change 
in the way God deals with people. 
This year the day of Pentecost falls 
on May 23. Pentecost is sometimes 
referred to as the birthday of the 
Christian church. On Pentecost God 
sent his Holy Spirit into the world. 

The Holy Spirit had always been 
present and active in the world. But 
after Jesus went back up into heaven, 
the Holy Spirit was given a new and 
important role. Jesus had promised, 
ñAll of this I have spoken while still 
with you. But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of every-
thing I have saidò (John 14:26). The 
Holy Spiritôs job was, and is, to cre-
ate and strengthen faith in the hearts 
of people. 

How does he do that? Just like 
you and I might use tools like a ham-
mer and saw to build a house, the 
Holy Spirit uses tools to build Godôs 
house, the Church. 

 

The Holy Spirit uses the tool of 
baptism to create faith, to wash 
away sins, and to clothe us with the 
white robe of Christôs righteousness. 
The Holy Spirit uses Godôs Word to 
create faith in those hearing it for 
the first time and strengthen the 
faith of those who already believe. 
The Holy Spirit uses Holy Com-
munion to forgive us our sins and 
strengthen our faith in Jesus. Start-
ing on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
was unleashed on the world to use 
these tools to win souls for the king-
dom of God. And he has been busy 
doing that very thing ever since. 

What does that mean for you 
and me? It means that amid all the 
changes that happen during the 
month of May, one thing cannot 
change. Our use of Godôs Word 
and Sacraments cannot change. 
Even though school is out and vaca-
tion plans are already being made, 
we would never want to view May as 
a time to take a vacation from Godôs 
Word or Holy Communion. 

Consider that as you make your 
summer travel plans. Will your time 
away be over a weekend? If so, 
where will you be on Sunday morn-
ing? Is there a way that you can plan 
to be close enough to another Wis-
consin Synod church so that your 
family can attend? If youôre not sure 
where to find one, visit 
www.wels.net. If thatôs impossible, 
will you remember to pack your Bi-
ble and hymnal so that your family 
can spend time in Godôs Word?  

The point is that the importance 
of the Holy Spiritôs work never 
ends. The importance of our use of 
his tools never ends either. No mat-
ter where you go, the Holy Spirit 
promises to be with you, doing his 
important work, using his impor-
tant tools to bring you closer to 
God. 

ðPastor Jonathan Bauer 
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Salted Saints  plan for next year 
Mary Plehn, (480) 491-8753,                                      

The Salted Saints will meet on Friday, May 
14, at the home of Wendy Binger, for a 
noon potluck. Please bring your good food 
and great ideas of things to do or places to 
go. 

A wonderful time was had by all who went to Old 
Tucson in April. The weather was perfect and the 
company was even better! 

Anyone who is of the age of 50 or older (and wants 
to admit it) is welcomed to attend the Salted Saints 
functions. We look forward to seeing new faces! 

Ladiesé help welcome in Spring with 

a òSpring Teaó 
Julie Keeley, vice president (480) 855-0276 

The Ladiesô group will be hosting a 
Spring Tea on Saturday, May 15, at 
1:00 p.m., at the home of Wendy 
Binger. All ladies of Emmanuel, 
visitors and friends are welcome to 
attend. Our May meeting is our last 
meeting before we break for the 
summer. 

Elections for next year will be held during the tea. 
The offices of president and treasurer are up for re-
election. If you are interested in an elected position, 
please contact Wendy Binger, (480) 345-6169, or 
Grace Turney, (480) 443-1422. 

We hope to see you there! 

Now you can go paperless! 
Our monthly newsletter is now able 
to be downloaded from our churchôs 
website (www.elctempe.org). Much of 
the information in our newsletter is 
also communicated through our weekly email. If you 
would like to go paperless and no longer receive the 
printed newsletter in the mail, contact Susie at the 
church office, (480) 967-3983. 


