
The newsletter of Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

March 2010 
 

Happenings 
March 

Lenten worship services 
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

Friday Fish Fry  
Friday, March 5 

Boy Pioneer  

Pinewood Derby 
Saturday, March 6 

Emmanuel School  

Spring Break  
March 8-12 

Salted Saints  
Friday, March 12 

Spring cleaning and 

tree trimming work day 
Saturday, March 20 

Annual Church picnic 
Sunday, March 21 

Psalm Sunday 
Sunday, March 31 

Looking ahead: 
Maundy ThursdayðApril 1 
Good FridayðApril 2 
EasterðApril 4 

Sonõs Time 
The  

Following quickly on the heels of 
the delicious and very successful 
pancake breakfast in February, the 
new month of March brings several 
events for members of our 
Emmanuel family to get together for 
great food and great fellowship. 

March 5 is the date for the third 
annual school-sponsored Friday Fish 
Fry. This has been a tremendous 
success in recent years. All-you-can 
eat battered fish and other goodies 
will keep you coming back for more. 
The event will include games and 
activities for kids, and a silent 
auction. See the information on 
page 3 for details about the fish fry. 

Sunday, March 21, will be the 
annual church picnic. This year 
weôre staying right on Emmanuelôs 
campus, instead of going to a local 
park. While the location stays 
home, the food and fun will be 
second-to-none. Thereôs no charge 
for the picnic. It is potluck, 
meaning each family can bring a 
casserole and a dessert or salad to 
share. Weôll provide the beverages 
and table service, and weôll serve 
burgers and hot dogs off the grill. 

Weôll follow the tasty meal with 
activities for all ages: bouncy toys for 
the children, volleyball, basketball, 
softball and horseshoes for teens 
and adults. Come as you are, come 
to have fun! 

Remember that during this 
season of Lent we have evening 
meals on Wednesdays served in the 
fellowship hall. The food is served 
starting at 4:30 p.m., after the 3:30 
p.m. service, and it goes until a little 
after 6:00 p.m. Come hungry to 
hear the word of God in the 
midweek service, and bring an 
appetite for supper. You can sign up 
to share your favorite dessert, if you 
wish. Thereôs no charge for the 
meal, but a free-will offering helps 
to defray expenses. 

Food and fellowship high on the 
charts for activities in March 

Lenten service schedule 
The Lenten season continues 

through the month of March.  

There will be three services held 

each Wednesday at 3:30, 5:00 

and 6:30 p.m. A light meal will be 

served from 4:30-7:00 p.m. The 

focus of this year's Lenten 

services is "We Preach Christ 

Crucified!" 
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 I t would be a nice, flattering oint-
ment to the soul to be con-

vinced that your troubles are not 
your own making. How soothing if 
you could take the truth that ñthe 
soul who sins is the one who will 
dieò and justify yourself as the one 
who stands apart. ñMy death will 
be different. My death will be hon-
orable. Death is something I am 
unavoidably shackled to, but cer-
tainly not because of my own do-
ing.ò 

Opportunities abound to pass 
on the blame and portray ourselves 
as blameless victims of unavoidable 
circumstance. Blame-shifting and 
self-justification is the natural way 
to respond to accusation. The 
death sentence over each sinner is 
a harsh one. Yet the sinful nature 
flatters itself by doing something 
that comes all too naturally: shift-
ing the blame and skirting the ac-
cusations. 

But now is the time to set aside 
the natural way of dealing with 
things. Rather than store up our 
faults, we fling open the door of 
our hearts before God to acknowl-
edge the guilt that lies within. In-
stead of passing blame, you as an 
individual guide the arrow of 
Godôs law to your own heart. To 
do this defies the instinct of self-
preservation. It goes against what is 
natural. 

We set aside the natural way of 
dealing with things because thatôs 
exactly what God did. It seemed as 
if the whole natural order of things 
was coming unraveled while Jesus 
was on the cross. In the middle of 
the day, from noon to 3 p.m., the 
sun was inexplicably darkened as 
Jesus was lifted up from the earth. 
Then there was the earthquake so 
severe that it split rocks apart and 

rendered tombs open ï plausibly 
explained as a natural event until 
you consider that those who were 
in the tombs came back to life and 
walked into the city. Nature was 
going awry that day. 

How could nature possibly hide 
the great upheaval that was taking 
place before the judgment seat of 
its Creator? The innocent one was 
suffering for the sins of the guilty. 
The Creator was punished for the 
guilt of his creatures. The Son of 
God was shedding his blood for 
the transgressions of those alien-
ated by their own doing. Though 
ñthe soul who sins is the one who 
will die,ò on that day it was the 
soul who didnôt sin who faced 
death. 

The natural way of things came 
unraveled as the grace of God and 
the justice of God intersected on 
the cross. God in his justice was 
able to deal out the punishment 
for each and every sin. And as that 
punishment was placed solely on 
his Son, God in his mercy was able 
to declare the sinner innocent for 
the sake of Christ. What was im-
possible for us was accomplished 
and finished by Jesus in his suffer-
ing and death. The natural order 
of things was flipped upside-down 
as he who had no sin became sin 
for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

The Lord bless you this month 
as we solemnly journey to the 
cross to marvel at Jesus as he takes 
our troubles and our sins on him-
self. With eager expectation we 
await the joyous proclamation of 
Godôs victory won for us at Easter, 
for this is the news that truly 
soothes and heals our souls. 

ðPastor Matthew Ewart 
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Emmanuel Boy Pioneers to host 

District Pi newood Derby  
Pastor Ewart, (480) 967-3983 

Boy Pioneer groups from 
WELS congregations throughout Arizona and Nevada 
will participate in a pinewood derby at Emmanuel on 
Saturday, March 6, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Boys in 
grades 1-8 have to take a block of wood and design 
and make a car out of it. The car has to meet certain 
specs, along with a weight limit. 

A lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs will be 
served. 

Emmanuel hosts choral 

members 
Pastor Bauer, (480) 967-3983 

Emmanuel will take part in the 
WELS National Choral Festival by 
housing two of the participating 
high schools (about 45 students). If 
you are interested in housing two or more students 
from April 7-11, contact Pastor Bauer. 

Pastor Ewart, (480) 967-3983 

Salted Saints head for the  

Apache Trail  
Mary Plehn, (480) 491-8753,                                     

Lenore Richey, (480) 838-2097 

On March12 the Salted Saints (those who are lucky to 
be 55+) are heading to Tortilla 
Flat, hoping to see the desert in 
bloom after all our rain, and visit 
an Arizona 1904 stage 
stop. Great food, even a try of 
prickly pear ice cream. Meet at 
church at 9 a.m. for carpooling. 

The group will be moseying on down to Old 
Tucson on Friday, April 16. The  cost of admission is 
$16.95 with a 10% discount for seniors. There are 
two places where "grub" is served. We meet at church 
at 8:00 a.m. for carpooling. Sign-up sheets for both 
trips are in back of the church. Hope to see lots of 
you there! 

 

Girl Pioneers get ready for Easter 
Carrie Mathews, (480) 529-4940,  

The Girl Pioneers will meet on 
Wednesday, March 31, from 3:15-5:15 
p.m. This is a date change from March 
20.  

The girls will be working on Easter 
decorations, coloring eggs, and 
decorating the fellowship hall for  the Easter services. 

Please bring empty, clean margarine containers. 

3rd Annual  

Emmanuel Lutheran School  

 

Friday Night Fish Fry  
 

Friday, March 5  

4:00 ñ7:00 p.m.  

in the fellowship hall  

 

There will be music, games,  

silent auction, gift baskets  

 

Suggested donation:  

$8/adult  

$5/age 14 & under  

$30/family maximum  

 

Contact the school office at  

(480) 967 -3991 or 

school@elstempe.org  
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Your Library  
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. Our 
library's books, periodicals, audio and 
video recordings, together with 
information on WELS electronic 
resources, are available for the spiritual strengthening of 
individuals and families. Members and visitors at 
Emmanuel may check out these resources for use at home. 

The Power of a Womanôs Words by Sharon Jaynes 

His Brain, Her Brain: How Divinely Designed Differences 
Can Strengthen Your Marriage by Walt and Barb 

Larimore 

The Bible Is a Girlôs Best Friend: Experiencing a Fresh 

Encounter with Godôs Word by Sally Miller 

What Guys See that Girls Donôt...or Do They? By Sharon 

Daugherty 

From Forward in Christ, February, 2010 
ñOur High Callingò by WELS President Mark Schroeder 

ñQuestioning Evolutionò by Prof. Allen Quist 

ñChristôs Loveò by Prof. John Brenner 

ñMake an Angelò by Pastor Eric Hartzell 

The ladies have an opportunity to 

hear about Thailand 
The ladiesô group of Emmanuel 
would like to extend an 
invitation to all the ladies of the 
congregation, whether you are a 
member or a visitor, to their next 
meeting on Tuesday, March 16, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Following 

a brief business meeting, a guest speaker will 
present a program on Thailand. 

Future events coming up will be a guest speaker 
about Alpha Pregnancy Counseling Center in 
April; and a ladies tea and election of officers in 
May. (The office of president and treasurer are up 
for re-election. If you are interested in serving in 
one of these positions, please contact either Wendy 
Binger, (480) 345-6169, or Grace Turney, (480) 443
-1422. If a board position is not your interest but 
you would like to become involved with the ladiesô 
group, there are other committees as well. 

If you have never been to a meeting, come and 
find out about all the things in which the ladiesô 
group is involved. 

How can you help with Patõs Run? 
Pastor Bauer, (480) 967-3983 

On April 17, the Pat Tillman 
Foundation will host its sixth annual 
Pat's Run, a 4.2-mile race that ends on 
the 42-yard line of Sun Devil Stadium. 
Emmanuel will be participating! We 
need your help in one of two 
ways. We need 50+ volunteers to hand 
out water at the first water station on 
the course. We also would like to assemble a team 
of runners from Emmanuel. If you are interested in 
participating in either of these ways, contact Pastor 
Bauer. 

Cry Room during worship services 
During worship services, parents are welcome to use 
the cry room for children who may need an isolated 
place to calm down. Please note, however, that the 
cry room is not staffed and that parents are 
responsible for supervising their own children. 

 Sunday Bible class Nursery  
Pastor Ewart, (480) 967-3983 

Starting in March, we will have a staffed nursery on 
Sunday mornings during the Bible class hour, 9:15-
10:15 a.m., so that families with young children have 
the option of participating in Bible studies while their 
children are cared for. Those who staff the nursery 
will be members of Emmanuel Lutheran Church and 
specific guidelines are in place to make sure the 
children are especially cared for. Volunteers interested 
in staffing the nursery can sign up in the narthex. If 
you have any questions about making use of this 
nursery, please talk to Pastor Ewart. 
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Advertisers are comfortable talking to your teen about 
moneyðyou should be too! Teens are bombarded by 
advertising messages every day. Do the messages they 
hear reflect the values that will equip them for good 
stewardship of their gifts? On February 28 and March 
7 between worship services, Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans will be sponsoring a workshop called 
ñParents, Teens, and Money Matters.ò The session on 
February 28 is designed just for the teens while the 
session on March 7 is for teens and parents. Sign up 
to ensure there are enough materials. 

On Saturday, April 10, there will be a teen outing 
to see the Diamondbacks play the Pittsburgh Pirates.  
What makes this game special is that the National 
Anthem will be sung by our Choral Fest choir, which 
is made up of several hundred students from our vari-
ous WELS high schools across the country. Tickets 
are $15. Parents & families are welcome to come 
along too! Sign up by March 28. 

Spring cleaning and tree trimming party at Emmanuel 
Ben Hoffman, property chairman (602) 570-8897,  

Julie Keeley, ladiesô group vice president (480) 855-0276 

The property committee and the ladiesô group are combining forces on Saturday, March 20 to 
sponsor a spring cleaning of the church sanctuary and an outside tree trimming work day. 
The fun begins at 8:00 a.m. Even though there is a cleaning service that does the weekly 
cleaning, there are some cleaning issues that need to be done, such as cleaning the beams at 
the ceiling (we will need some brave men who donôt mind getting up on a tall ladder or scaf-
folding to do this). Mark that date on your calendar. Many hands make light the work! 

 

Maundy Thursday ðApril 1  

Holy Communion is celebrated in worship services at 5:00 
and 7:00 p.m.  

Good Friday ðApril 2  

Holy Communion is celebrated in the 1:00 p.m. service. The 
7:00 p.m. service will be a ñTenebraeò service, recalling the 
darkness surrounding Jesusô crucifixion. 

Easter Sunday ðApril 4  

Celebrate the victory of the empty tomb! Song services will 
be held at 6:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. A festival worship service 
will be held at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., and the Monday, 6:30 

Holy  

Week  

Schedule 

Pastor Matthew Ewart, 

 (480) 967-3983 


