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Happenings 
February 

Black Canyon Delegate 

conference 
February 4-5 

Womenõs seminar at Pilgrim 
Saturday, February 6 

WELS Singles  

Super Bowl party  
Sunday, February 7 

Salted Saints  
Friday, February 12 

Ladiesõ group Chocolate 

party 
Tuesday, February 16 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 17 

Girl Pioneers 
Saturday, February 20 

Pancake Breakfast and 

Ministry Fair  
Sunday, February 21 

Lent worship services 
Wednesday, February 17, 24 

ALA Federation meeting  
Sunday, February 28 

Sonõs Time 
The  

Voters met on January 26 to 
consider the budget proposal 
presented by the church council. 
The budget passed for 2010 projects 
income and expenditures of about 
$1.3 million for the calendar year. 

In adopting the program of 
work, voters grappled with several 
challenging issues. Commitments to 
Arizona Lutheran Academy and to 
the Wisconsin Synod were cut to 
$51,900 each, or 6% of total 
offerings received. Salaries for called 
workers and staff were reduced by 
up to 3.5%. 

Amendments to increase 
commitments to ALA and to 
WELS, as well as to restore salaries 
to 2009 levels, were brought from 
the floor and debated by the body. 
Those amendments did not garner 
sufficient votes to pass. The voters 
adopted the program of work 
originally presented by the budget 
committee and recommended by 
the council. 

Highlights of this yearôs program 
of work include: 

$1,298,000 in total expenditures 

$865,000 in projected offerings 

$473,000 in school tuition  

($46,641) 2009 deficit carryover  

A motion directing the 
Stewardship Committee to provide 
the council with a detailed 
stewardship plan passed. 

In July of 2009 the voters elected 
to place school building plans on 
hold, with the stipulation that the 
issue be revisited in six months. At 
this Januaryôs meeting, the voters 
again took up the issue, referring it 
to a long-range financial planning 
committee to develop a practical 
funding mechanism. 

 

Voters adopt $1.3 million  
program of work for 2010 

Lenten service schedule 
The Lenten season will begin with 

Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, 

February 17, and continue 

through the month of March. 

There will be three services held 

each Wednesday at 3:30, 5:00 

and 6:30 p.m. A light meal will be 

served from 5:30-7:00 p.m. The 

focus of this year's Lenten services is "We 

Preach Christ Crucified!" 
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 hen you think of the month 
of February, what is the first 

thing that comes to mind? If you 
have been to the store lately, you 
have probably seen what retailers 
think of when they think of Febru-
ary. Just like October means cos-
tumes and candy, just like Novem-
ber and December mean trees and 
wrapping paper, February means 
chocolate, flowers, and hearts. Feb-
ruary is the month in which Valen-
tineôs Day occurs. 

If Valentineôs Day is the first 
thing you think of when you think 
of February, thatôs okay. But for us 
as Christians, a much more impor-
tant day usually falls in February as 
well. In most years, the season of 
the church year known as Lent be-
gins in February. That means that 
the first day of Lent, known as Ash 
Wednesday, also falls in February. 
This year, it happens to fall on  
February 17. 

So what is Ash Wednesday? 
And why is it so important for 
Christians? The day gets its name 
from a custom that has been 
around for nearly as long as the 
Christian church. That custom is 
for Christians to place ashes, usu-
ally in the shape of a cross, on their 
foreheads as a sign of repentance. 

Ashes serve as a sign of repen-
tance because they remind Chris-
tians of sinôs ultimate consequence: 
death. When Adam and Eve first 
fell into sin, God told them that 
one consequence of their sin would 
be death. He said, ñYou [will] re-
turn to the ground, since from it 
you were taken; for dust you are 
and to dust you will re-
turnò (Genesis 3:19). Those same 
words are often repeated as the 
body of a departed loved one is laid 
into the ground. 

Because of our sin, human be-
ings are ashes to ashes and dust to 
dust. And so already in Bible 
times, people used dust and ashes 
as signs of repentance. When Job 
realized his sin of questioning 
God, he said, ñI despise myself 
and repent in dust and ashes.ò 
When Christians place ashes on 
their foreheads, they very literally 
have their sin on their mind. They 
are powerfully reminded that the 
greatest problem they have is the 
problem caused by their sin. 

But Ash Wednesday does more 
than remind us of our greatest 
problem. It reminds us also of 
Godôs solution. On Ash Wednes-
day we do more than express sor-
row over our sin. We also rejoice 
in the love that prompted God to 
forgive us in Christ. Christians 
place ashes on their foreheads in 
the shape of a cross to remind 
them that the cross is where we see 
that love clearly on display. 

And so, Ash Wednesday is an 
important day. It reminds us of 
two important truths that none of 
us can afford to forget, two truths 
that need to be on our mind 
throughout the year: We have 
sinned against God. God has 
taken away our sin in Christ. 

As we near Ash Wednesday 
and the season of Lent that fol-
lows, may God focus your 
thoughts on those two important 
truths. May he produce in us the 
continual desire to mourn over 
our sin and rejoice in his forgive-
ness. As the prophet Joel once 
urged Godôs people, ñReturn to 
the Lord your God, for he is gra-
cious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and abounding in 
loveò (Joel 2:13). 

ðPastor Jonathan Bauer 

W 
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Salted Saints visit  

southwest history 
Mary Plehn, (480) 491-8753,                                     

Lenore Richey, (480) 838-2097 

 On Friday, February 12, the Salted Saints of 
Emmanuel will travel to the Bashasô museum, located 
in the Bashasô corporate office in Chandler, to view 
southwestern art, sculptures and more. The group 
should meet at the museum at 9:00 a.m. There is 
limited parking so please consider carpooling. Maps 
are located in the back of the church. 

Following a tour of the museum, the group will go 
to the Windy City Café on the southeast corner of 
McClintock and Elliot for lunch. 

Watch for details of the Verde Valley railroad trip 
in April. This will be a two-night trip. 

Emmanuelõs fellowship committee 

hosts Ministry Fair and  

Pancake Breakfast 
Grace Turney, (480) 443-1422 

The fellowship committee is planning a Pancake 
Breakfast coupled with a Ministry 
Fair on Sunday, February 21. 

The Ministry Fair will be held in 
the courtyard with booths set up 
for our ministry areas. This will be 
a great way to find out more about 
various groups of the 

congregation, e.g. the ladiesô group, our Lutheran 
elementary and high school, Salted Saints, the 
committees of the Council, the Pioneer program, 
Sunday school, the music program of Emmanuel, and 
more. Each ministry will set up and man a booth to 
communicate to our members what they do and 
solicit volunteers, member interest and participation. 

The breakfast will be held in the fellowship hall. 
The purpose of the breakfast is Christian fellowship. 

Other activities, such as the annual church picnic 
and a congregational campout in the mountains, are 
being planned by the committee. The committee 
welcomes anyone who would like to join in the 
planning and carrying out of congregational activities. 

Ladiesñspend an evening  

with chocolate 
The ladiesô group will host an 
Evening with Chocolate on Tuesday, 
February 16, starting at 6:30 p.m. If 
you have a special chocolate that 
you would like to share with the group you are 
welcome to bring it. 

Campus Ministry 

(PACM)  
Pastor Ewart, (480) 967-3983 

This month, Phoenix Area 
Campus Ministry will be meeting 
at the Hayden Library on the ASU campus. Meetings 
are on Sunday evenings at 7:00. We gather at one of 
the tables just to the left as you enter the main library 
lobby. For frequent updates, maps, and more 
information, look up the ñPhoenix Area Campus 
Ministryò page on Facebook, or contact Pastor Ewart. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


