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Happenings 
January 

Emmanuel School resumes  
Wednesday, January 6 

Girl Pioneers 
Saturday, January 9 

Branches Band  concert 
Sunday, January 10 

New Bible Basics class 
Thursday, January 14 

Salted Saints  
Friday, January 15 

Budget open forum 
Sunday, January 17 

Civil Rights Day - no school 
Monday, January 19 

Ladiesõ group 
Tuesday, January 19 

WELS Kingdom Workers 

annual spiritual renewal 
Saturday, January 23 

Campus Ministry  

resumes meeting 
Sunday, January 24 

Voters' meeting 
Tuesday, January 26 

Sonõs Time 
The  

The close of 2009 brings many 
reasons to celebrate the blessings of 
the year at Emmanuel. 

These past three months, the 
Lordôs people have brought a 
tremendous outpouring of gifts to 
support their congregation and its 
ministry. As of this writing, we still 
donôt know where weôll finish the 
year financially, but generous 
offerings have gone far in reducing 
the deficit. (An open forum on 
Sun., January 17, will present the 
final report for 2009, as well as the 
final proposed budget for 2010; 
please plan to attend.)  

The Christmas Compassion 
Drive for families in our 
congregation brought an abundance 
of gifts. The Lord has moved the 
hearts of his people to share 
generously in so many ways. 

2009 was a year of growth for 
our congregation. At yearôs end, 
over 900 souls are under the care of 
our congregation and pastors. We 
serve nearly700 confirmed 
communicant members. Our 
congregation continues to reach out 
into the community to share the 
gospel with more people, and we 

continue 
reaching out to 
our own 
members who havenôt been in  
church for a while.  

Our congregation has grown 
stronger spiritually this past year. 
Weôve welcomed several families 
back in church to worship. That is 
one of the reasons that our average 
church attendance took a jump 
again this year. Weôre also seeing 
and following up on more and more 
visitors, many invited by friends and 
neighbors. 

When weôre connected with 
Godôs word, weôre growing in grace, 
and wonderful things happen in our 
hearts and lives. Weekly Bible class 
participation continues to expand, 
with almost 190 souls per week 
gathering to study Godôs word. On 
top of this, Sunday school and 
youth group attendance moved 
strongly upward in 2009. 

As the calendar turns, we have 
much to be thankful for. We look 
forward confidently to more 
blessings from our gracious God in 
2010. 

Annual review recaps a year of 
blessings at Emmanuel 
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 This is the time of year when every-
one takes a step back and breathes a 
huge collective sigh. The holiday sea-
son is over. The hurried schedule of 
worship services, family gatherings 
and social events gives way to a decid-
edly calmer January calendar. The 
last-minute shopping is over. The 
retailersô shelves are empty. Soon the 
decorations will come down, as we 
plow energetically into the new year. 

But now is the time to pause. 
Stop. Reflect. Contemplate. 

The old year is in the books. It 
was a year of choices and decisions. 
Some of them were good. Others 
were foolish or sinful. We did and 
said things that hurt others and still 
pain us. How fitting that we close 
our year with quiet, reflective consid-
eration of the Christ Child in the 
manger. His whole purpose in com-
ing was to undo our damage, to clean 
up our sinful messes with his perfect 
forgiveness, to enable us to walk in 
repentance and newness of life, and 
to fill us with the hope and peace of 
his Spirit. 

What a wonderful mystery we 
celebrate in the Christmas story! The 
incarnate God came to dwell with us 
in our weakness, so that through his 
meekness we might enjoy all the 
glory of heaven in the life to come. 

I wonder sometimes what it 
would be like to go through life with-
out knowing my Savior. The thought 
saddens me deeply. I see too many 
things that are passing and transi-
tory; I donôt like to imagine what life 
would be like without the firm prom-
ises of Jesus my Savior to hold onto. 
The thought of people I know drift-
ing without Jesus also weighs heavily 
on my heart. The Lord so dearly 
wants to gather the wandering to 
himself. Godôs grace is all-embracing. 
Itôs for everyone.  

Having Jesus come in the flesh 
means that you and I will never be 

alone. Jesus said heôll be with us al-
ways, to very end of the age.  

Reflect upon this truth, that 
though the years pass, Jesus our Sav-
ior is always with us at our side. We 
face the new year with confidence in 
Godôs providing and his protection. 
Jesus is still ñEmmanuel,ò God with 
us. Friends prove true, but none is 
truer than Jesus. Family may always 
be there for us, but Jesus, our 
brother, is our constant companion.  

One special blessing that we en-
joy is our Christian congregation, 
this gathering of believers we call 
ñEmmanuel Lutheran Church.ò 
What a delightful respite from the 
frazzled world it is when we step into 
the sanctuary! Itôs a place where we 
can leave stress at the door. God 
bandages our hurting hearts with his 
forgiveness and fills them with confi-
dent encouragement.  

And as we meet with God in 
word and sacrament, we also meet 
our fellow Christians. How powerful 
is the encouraging word of a Chris-
tian who says, ñIôll be praying for 
you.ò Good friends at church help 
shoulder our burdensðand we help 
to shoulder theirs. 

This new year will bring both 
challenges and opportunities. Weôll 
carry into the new year plenty of 
baggage from the old. Our sinful 
flesh will still need a good drowning 
every day. Our bad habits and the 
consequences of yesterdayôs bad 
choices wonôt disappear overnightð
as much as we might wish otherwise. 

But God still deals in reality, not 
fantasy. He serves up real hope, real 
pardon, and a real and lasting peace. 
Theyôre real solutions for real hu-
man beings living in a real world.  

Pause and reflect, with quiet joy 
and solid confidence. Itôs going to 
be a great year of grace! 

ðPastor Jon D. Buchholz 
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New Bible information class begins  
Pastor Jonathan Bauer, (480) 967-3983 

Bible information classes are 
conducted for those who are not 
Lutherans, or are coming from 

another Lutheran fellowship and 
wish to learn more about the Bible. The classes are 
held on Thursday evenings for a 15-week period. The 
series also prepares adults to receive Baptism, if they 
have not been previously baptized. 

If a participant does not have a church home and 
is interested in communicant membership, this class 
is the means to that end. Some of the goals of the 
class are: 

¶ To increase participantsô knowledge of the Bible; 
¶ To prepare participants to receive Communion 
¶ To encourage participants to live a Christ-

centered life; and 
¶ To prepare participants to overcome the 

temptations and pressures of life. 
A new class will begin on Thursday, January 

14, at 7:00 p.m., and should finish around April 
22. If you have any questions about either of 
these, please contact Pastor Bauer. 

The Girl Pioneers reflect on 2009, 

begin 2010 with a wild adventure! 
Carrie Mathews, (480) 529-4940,  

The Girl Pioneers would like to thank the 
congregation for the help with the food drive. We 
were able to feed several families during 
Thanksgiving, as well as a good start for Christmas. 
We will continue to accept donations of food 
throughout the year as we do have the need all year 
long. 

Our cookies and cocoa with the Salted Saints was a 
tremendous success. We thank all those who attend ð 
the girls had fun! 

The next meeting is Saturday, January 9, with a 
visit to the Phoenix Zoo. Meet in the fellowship hall 
at 9:00 a.m. and bring $5 and pack a lunch. We 
should return back to church by 2:00 p.m. Contact 
Carrie Mathews to confirm if your daughter will be 
attending, and also for more information. 

Salted Saints  
Mary Plehn, (480) 491-8753 

The Salted Saints will meet on Friday, January 15, at  
11:30 a.m. for lunch at the Culinary Solutions Café 
(next to Westchester Care Center, Rural Rd. & 
Guadalupe). Please note that for this month only the 
group will meet on the third Friday instead of the 
second. Anyone, 55+, members and friends of 
Emmanuel, are invited to attend. Plans will be made 
about a trip to either the Kartchner Caverns or the 
Verde Valley train (either will require an overnight 
stay.) Come for the fellowship and be ready to give 
your input. 

Learn more about  

òMission  to the Childrenó 
The ladiesô group would love for you to join them for 

their first meeting of 2010. On 
Tuesday, January 19, at 6:30 p.m. they 
will have a special guest speaker. 

Our own Pastor Buchholz will speak 
to the ladies  about the ñMission to 
the Childrenò program. Please join us 

for this enlightening presentation. Light snacks will be 
provided. 

Branches Band coming to Emmanuel 
Branches Band is a musical group from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, that includes Rachel (Schuelein) Braun, a 
daughter of our congregation. They serve Christ 
through music by playing hymns and other Christian 
songs. 

Branches Band is 
coming to Emmanuel on 
January 10, 2010. They 
will lead our Sunday 
morning services that day 
as we celebrate the festival 
of Epiphany. At 1:30 p.m. that afternoon they will 
hold a concert. A freewill offering will be gathered at 
the concert to help support their ministry. 

Mark your calendars and plan on attending! The 
services and the concert will give us another 
opportunity to enjoy our favorite Christmas carols 
even after the holiday season has passed. 
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WELS Kingdom Workersõ annual 

retreat focuses on marriage 
Jerry Hoeft, (520) 825-4763 

The WELS Kingdom Workersô will sponsor a retreat 
on Saturday, January 23, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
at Arizona Lutheran Academy.  

The featured speaker will be Rev. Kevin Schultz, 
pastor of 
Reformation 
Lutheran Church in 
San Diego, 
California. He will 
speak on Fireproof 
Your Marriage, based 
on the countryôs 
2008 #1 
inspirational film entitled ñFireproof.ò This film has 
had an amazing effect in helping to resolve marital 
problems and to revitalize marriages. Although his 
presentations will be beneficial for people of all ages, 
itôll be especially important for younger couples. 
Childcare will be provided. 

Registration forms are located on the counter in 
the back of the church. 

Calling all volleyball 

players! 
Pastor Matt Ewart, (480) 967-3983 

An adult co-ed volleyball tournament 
will be held on Sunday, January 24, from 1:30-6:30 
p.m. at Arizona Lutheran Academy. Teams can be 
made up of members and prospects of Emmanuel.  

A sign-up sheet has been posted in the back of the 
church for individuals or as a team. The cost is $5-10 
per person, depending how many players Emmanuel 
has. Contact Pastor Ewart for more information.  

 

Your Library  
 God's word is our great heritage! 

Emmanuel's church library provides 
Christian resources for all generations. 
Our library's books, periodicals, 
audio and video recordings, 
together with information on 
WELS electronic resources, are available for the 
spiritual strengthening of individuals and families. 
Members and visitors at Emmanuel may check out 
these resources for use at home. 

Three Wise Women of Christmas by Daneli Daley Mackall 

The Christmas Message (an ARCH book) by Claire Miller 

God Sent a Baby King by Heather Henning and Alison 

Atkins 

The Twelve Days of Christmas: The Story Behind a Favorite 

Christmas Song by Helen Haidle 

From Forward in Christ, December, 2009 
ñItôs His Birthdayò by Pastor John Braun 

ñChristmas Is for Childrenò by Alicia Neumann 

ñCelebrating Christmas ð In Spite of Themselvesò by 

WELS President Mark Schroeder 

ñA One-Minute Mangerò by Pastor Jeffrey Samelson 

The outpouring of love overflows  

at Emmanuel 
A ñThank youò goes out to the 
Girl Pioneers who sponsored the 
2nd Christmas Compassion 
Drive. The response by members 
and friends of Emmanuel was 
again truly remarkable. Many families were benefited 
greatly by the love and generosity of those who do-
nated gifts, as well as food. Especially during difficult 
and uncertain economic times, it is so encouraging to 
see Christôs love compel his people to share what they 
have been given with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ. May Christôs love continue to compel us to 
show love to our neighbor! 
 

Thank you from your staff 
The staff of Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School 
would like to thank you for your prayers, gifts, and 
support throughout the year 2009. Please keep us in 
your prayers throughout 2010, that we may serve our 
Lord at Emmanuel to his glory. 
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Cash on hand  $ 8,740.00 

Tuition and fees owed to Emmanuel  $ 71,720.00 

Bills to pay   

Current $ 36,489.00 

Past-due $ 56,644.00 

Total bills to pay  $ 93,133.00 

*Total income includes only actual income received for the General Fund. It does 
not include, for example, tuition that has been invoiced but not received. It does 
not include designated gifts given toward special projects, since these special gifts 
cannot be used for General Fund operational expenses. 

November is 11/12 or 91% of the year. November 2009 2009 YTD 2009 Budget Budget % 

Income      

General fund contributions $ 89,229.00 $       762,102.00 $ 935,680.00 81.4% 

Tuition and fees $        33,508.00 $ 373,327.00 $ 458,720.00 81.3% 

Total income (cash, unrestricted*)  $  122,737.00 $ 1,135,429.00 $ 1,394,400.00 81.4% 

Expenses      

Outside commitments $ 13,592.00 $ 147,662.00 $ 149,709.00 98.6% 

Church and school operation $ 42,660.00 $ 310,416.00 $ 317,743.00 97.6% 

Salaries and benefits $ 74,618.00 $ 842,770.00 $ 940,513.00 89.6% 

Total expenses  $ 117,278.00 $ 1,320,097.00 $ 1,407,965.00 93.7% 

Net cash flow  $ -5,459.00 $ -184,668.00   

Financial performance through November 2009 

Balances as of November 30, 2009 

Financial updates 
Financial information is provided to keep members of our 
church family updated on the financial status of our 
congregation, and to alert our members to possible 
challenges. We donôt give to fund a budget, and we donôt 
give merely in response to a need. We give in love and 
thanks to the Lord, and we remember that while God 
doesnôt need our money, we have a need to worship and 
praise him with our offerings and gifts. 

As you plan your gifts to the Lord, remember to keep in 
mind the following principles of Christian giving: 

Give cheerfully! God wants us to give out of love, not 
from compulsion. God loves a cheerful giver. 

Give proportionately! Give in proportion to the 
income you receive, according to the measure with 
which God has blessed you. 

Give generously! Whatever proportion of your income 
you designate as a gift to the Lord in faith, make it a 
generous proportion. Whoever sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap 
generously. 

Arizona Lutheran Academy Update  
School office: (602) 268-8686 

Mr. John Sebald, president of Arizona Lutheran Academy, sent this email to 
Emmanuel Lutheranôs church council in December. The council wanted to 
share it with you. 

Dear Emmanuel Friends, 

This afternoon Vern Caulk informed me that ALA received a gift of $42,103 in federation gift support from Emmanuel. 

We consider every gift ð large or small ð as a sacrificial expression of faith. Please know how grateful we are to have you as 
friends and partners in the ministry of serving teens with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our students are truly blessed. 

Godôs richest blessings as you celebrate the Advent of our King. 
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Youth group grabs a brush 
One of the things our youth group  
likes to do is help out! In December, we  
had the opportunity to help out one of 
Emmanuelôs members by painting some shelving in a 
garage ï something that the member couldnôt do on 
their own. Weôre always looking for ways to serve our 
members and our community. If you know of an 
opportunity for service, please let Pastor Ewart know. 

The youth group also baked some Christmas treats 
to raise some funds. Thanks to all who 
contributed!  We raised about $200 which will help 
fund our activities in 2010.  
  

Campus Ministry (PACM) resumes 

meeting in January 
About twelve individuals have been participating in 
the Phoenix Area Campus Ministry meetings and 
activities. We are currently two lessons into a book 
called The Case for Christ, a book that provides answers 
to the many objections people may have against God 
and the Bible. PACM will be on ñChristmas breakò 
until the evening of January 24. At that time weôll 
meet on ASUôs campus in one of the study rooms in 
the library. More information will be coming out! 

2010 Flowers chart is now posted 
Anita Morrison, (480) 961-5198  

The flower chart for 2010 is posted in the back of the 
church. You may sign up for 
flowers for any particular 
Sunday, indicating also if the 
flowers are for a special 
occasion, such as a birthday or 
anniversary. Flowers can be 
purchased by you at your 
favorite florist, or you can have 
Bobbieôs Flowers of Tempe 
supply and deliver them.  

2010 Offering envelopes available 
Weekly offering envelopes for 2010 are available on a 
table in the back of the church. If you cannot find a 
set of envelopes with your name, please contact the 
church office and the secretary will be glad to get a set 
for you. 

Favorite Occupational Hymns 
Dentists ñ Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Contractors ñ The Churchõs One Foundation 

Obstetricians ñ Go Labor On  

Golfers ñ There Is a Green Hill Far Away  

Gardeners ñ Lo, How A Rose Eõer Blooming 

Librarians ñ Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent  
Lawyers ñ In the Hour of Trial  

Tailors ñ Blest Be the Tie that Binds  

Dry cleaners ñ Oh, for a Faith that Will Not                             
                              Shrink  

Census takers ñ All People that on Earth Do  
                                  Dwell 
Choir directors ñ Oh, for a Thousand Tongues  
                                     to Sing  

Optometrists ñ O Wondrous Type, O Vision  
                                  Fair 

Geologists ñ Rock of Ages  

Biologists ñ Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain  

Tree trimmer ñ Behold, a Branch Is Growing 

Car salesmen ñ Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
Any employee ñ Now the Day Is Over  

Students at graduation ñ Hallelujah! Let Praises  
                                                    Ring 

 


